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E d i t o r ' s Note 

The f o l l o w i n g two a r t i c l e s were p r e s e n t e d a t the F o l k l o r e I n s t i t u t e ' s l e c t u r e s e r i e s 
e n t i t l e d " E x p l o r a t i o n s i n F o l k l o r e " conduc t ed i n the s p r i n g o f 1976. W e p r o u d l y p r e s e n t 
these a r t i c l e s and a r e p l e a s e d t h a t we can b r i n g them to a l a r g e s c h o l a r l y a u d i e n c e . As 
f o l k l o r i s t s , we know t h a t t h e r e o f t e n can be a marked d i f f e r e n c e between o r a l and l i t e r a r y 
s t y l e s ; b e a r i n mind t h a t t h e s e f o r m a l l e c t u r e s a r e o f the f o r m e r . 

THE RENASCENCE OF SOFT METHODS: 
BEING AHEAD BY WAITING 

. Hermann B a u s i n g e r 
U n i v e r s i t y o f T u b i n g e n 

When I p roposed the t i t l e (among o t h e r s ) of my l e c t u r e I was q u i t e s a t i s f i e d : the 
h e a d i n g sounded a b i t m y s t e r i o u s , and I d i d n ' t even know e x a c t l y what i t was about 
m y s e l f . By and by I d r a f t e d a d e s i g n , but by and by I have l e a r n e d t h a t I was g o i n g 
t o r u n the r i s k o f j u s t f l o g g i n g w i l l i n g h o r s e s . Now I t h i n k i t i s no t t o o bad and 
w i l l no t o f f e n d anybody t o b reak t h r o u g h open d o o r s ; but t o d o t h i s b y t a k i n g a r u n 
o f about 5,000 m i l e s i s n o t u s u a l even w i t h the s i l e n t m o v i e . Thus , j u s t l e t m e 
c o n f e s s t h a t I know t h a t i t was not a Tub ingen f e l l o w who gave a h o l i s t i c a ccoun t of 
b l o o d s t o p p e r s and b e a r v . a l k e r s (no t t o speak o f h i s f u r t h e r s t u d i e s ) , t h a t i t was a n 
I n d i a n a newcomer who gave comprehens ive i n s i g h t s no t o n l y i n t o H u n g a r i a n t a l e s bu t 
i n t o Hunga r i an t a l e t e l l i n g a s c o m m u n i c a t i v e e v e n t s — a n d I ought to add a t l e a s t a 
h a n d f u l more e x a m p l e s . Bu t he re I a m — i t i s t o o l a t e t o t a k e the n i g h t t r a i n t o 
S e i m a — I ' l l t r y t o make t h e b e s t o f i t , and I w i l l no t mind i f you w i l l s t a t e a f t e r ­
wards t h a t t he o n l y r e s u l t o f m y v i s i t i s s t r o n g e v i d e n c e f o r the t h e o r y w h i c h 
R i c h a r d Dorson r e g a r d s a s h i s own, t h e h e m i s p h e r i c t h e o r y s a y i n g t h a t t h i n g s a r e 
r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t i n the O l d and i n t h e New W o r l d s . 

I a m g o i n g t c t e l l you about some o f t h e l a t e s t s t a g e s o f development i n European— 
o r a t l e a s t German—Volkskur .de , f c l k l o r i s t i c s , f o l k l i f e r e s e a r c h , e m p i r i c a l 
c u l t u r o l o g y , European e t h n o l o g y , and 1 must l e a v e i t t o you whether o r n o t t h e r e 
a re any chances c : t r a n s f e r . I m y s e l f suppose , t o b e s u r e , t h a t t h e r e a r e p a r a l l e l s 
o r a n a l o g i e s between r e s e a r c h o v e r here and o v e r ' t h e r e , a s , f c r i n s t a n c e i n t he 
r e l a t i o n s between f o l k l o r e and f c l k l . i . f e r e s e a r c h o n the one s i d e , and scc . i . c l cgy and 
o t h e r s o c i a l s c i e n c e s o n the e the r s i d e . I n h i s s u r v e y o n the d i f f e r e n t c o n c e p t s o f 
A m e r i c a n f o l k l o r e s t u d i e s , Dorson p o i n t s t o t h e "younge r Amer i can f o l k l o r i s t s who 
admi red t h e p r e c i s i o n and d a t a - s u p p o r t e d g e n e r a l i s i n g o f the s o c i a l s c i e n c e s . " I n 
Germany i t was perhaps n o t so much a d m i r a t i o n f o r t h e n e i g h b o r s w h i c h l e d t o new 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n methods , bu t a sense o f d i s c o n t e n t w i t h what V o l k s k u n d l e r had 
a c h i e v e d and n o t a c h i e v e d , and a l s o w i t h t he p u b l i c image o f V o l k s k u n d e ; a t b e s t , t h e 
f o l k l o r i s t s were l o o k e d a t a s s o r t o f o l d - f a s h i o n e d c r a f t s m e n among t h e s c i e n t i s t s , 
w o r k i n g o n n o t h i n g but n i c e i r r e l e v a n c e s . 

There were two r emed ies t o c u r e t h a t d i s e a s e . F i r s t , f o l k l o r i s t s c o u l d choose 
d i f f e r e n t o b j e c t s , p rob lems t h a t a remore r e l e v a n t and under d i s c u s s i o n . Some o f 
them t r i e d , bu t had t o r e a l i z e t he danger o f l o s i n g t h e i r g round- t h e y sometimes 
f e l t t h e y had d e s e r t e d t o domains o f o t h e r s c i e n c e s t h e y c o u l d n ' t cope w i t h . The 
second way was to adopt and to adapt d i f f e r e n t methods—methods more r i g i d , b e t t e r 
c o n t r o l l e d , and more e x a c t t h a n the common sense approaches o f c o l l e c t i n g and 
a r r a n g i n g f o l k m a t e r i a l s . 

I t h i n k the m e t h o d o l o g i c a l l a g and l a c k was e s p e c i a l l y g r e a t w i t h German f o l k l o r i s t s . 
I t i s p r o b a b l y no t b y chance t h a t P a u l F . L a z a r s f e l d pas sed upon even German 
s o c i o l o g i s t s a v e r y a u s t e r e judgment : "There were German p r o f e s s o r s t r a i n e d t o 
make the most s u b t l e c o n c e p t u a l d i s t i n c t i o n s ; bu t when i t came t o w r i t i n g q u e s t i o n ­
n a i r e s o r p r e s e n t i n g s t a t i s t i c a l f i n d i n g s t h e y used c r u d e and s l o p p y p r o c e d u r e s . " 
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Even the most s o p h i s t i c a t e d e m p i r i c a l works o f V o l k s k u n d e were r a t h e r poor i n 
me thodo logy . A t l a s s e s and mappings w h i c h p r e t e n d e d to g i v e a s u r v e y on what peop le 
s a i d , t h o u g h t , b e l i e v e d , w h i c h f e s t i v a l s t h e y c e l e b r a t e d , and s o o n , were i n f a c t 
g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s o f the a t t i t u d e s o f a few p o s i t i v e l y p r e j u d i c e d i n f o r m a n t s ; even 
the r e s e a r c h o f a v e r y c l o s e community were no t c h a r a c t e r i z e d o n l y b y i d e o l o g i c a l 
p r e c o n c e p t i o n s , but a l s o b y the t o t a l l a c k o f the i d e a o f s a m p l i n g . 

Not a l l f o l k l o r i s t s were ea t en u p w i t h envy when l o o k i n g t o the r e s e a r c h methods 
o f o t h e r s c i e n c e s ; bu t some a t l e a s t t r i e d t o c a t c h u p w i t h s o c i o l o g i s t s . S o c i o l o g y 
i n t h i s c o n t e x t meant e m p i r i c a l s o c i o l o g y — m o r e e x a c t l y , a n e m p i r i c a l s o c i o l o g y 
w h i c h l i m i t e d f i e l d problems t o t h o s e o n w h i c h q u a n t i f i a b l e d a t a c o u l d b e secured 
by the use o f s u r v e y s o r o t h e r means. In 1959 Nathan G l a z e r w r o t e : "The s o c i o l o g i s t 
t o d a y whether h i s f i e l d o f i n t e r e s t i s t h e communi ty , c r i m i n o l o g y , m a r r i a g e and 
f a m i l y , w o r l d p o l i t i c s , s o c i a l c l a s s e s , h o u s i n g — i s a man who a s k s p e o p l e q u e s t i o n s 
and t h e n s t a t i s t i c a l l y a n a l y z e s t h e answers to them . . . . " S o c i o l o g y — t h a t meant 
c a u t i o u s s a m p l i n g , q u a n t i f i a b l e d a t a , e x a c t e x p l o r a t i o n ; and t h e s e were t he 
s t a n d a r d s t h a t f o l k l o r i s t s t r i e d t o make u p f o r . The b o r d e r l i n e q u a r r e l and s t a t u s 
b a t t l e between s o c i a l s c i e n c e s and s c i e n c e s c l o s e r t o h u m a n i t i e s and a r t s c o u l d no t 
b e s e t t l e d b y t h i s development i n f o l k l o r i s t i c s ; bu t a t l e a s t one s h o u l d n o l o n g e r 
b e a b l e t o mark the b o r d e r l i n e b y a c l e a r d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e r e l i a b i l i t y o f methods. 

For some t i m e f o l k l o r i s t s were v e r y o p t i m i s t i c about t h e i r f i r s t and second s t e p s 
towards a more e x a c t s c i e n c e : t h e y t o o k l a r g e s t r i d e s i n p u t t i n g t h e s t u d y o f 
s t a t i s t i c s i n t o u n i v e r s i t y c u r r i c u l a ; dime n o v e l s and o t h e r f o l k o r f o l k s y l i t e r a t u r e 
were i n v e s t i g a t e d b y means o f c o n t e n t a n a l y s i s ; e x p l o r a t i o n s were no t s t a r t e d u n t i l 
f a i r s a m p l i n g s were made; and f o r the f i r s t t i m e , f o l k l o r i s t s were r e a l l y w o r k i n g o n 
and n o t o n l y w i t h q u e s t i o n n a i r e s . E l d e r f o l k l o r i s t s ( I say e l d e r , bu t I s h o u l d add 
t h a t t h i s was n o t a t a l l o n l y a m a t t e r o f g e n e r a t i o n ) f e l t uneasy w i t h t he 
deve lopment ; younger ones were r a t h e r happy f o r some t i m e . They h a d , a s i t seemed to 

them,jumped on to a t r a i n crowded w i t h r e s p e c t e d and even d i s t i n g u i s h e d s c i e n t i s t s . 

I f t h e y would have been a l i t t l e b i t l e s s o c c u p i e d w i t h what t h e y supposed was a r e a l 
r e v o l u t i o n o f t h e i r s c i e n c e , t h e y would have n o t i c e d t h a t o n t h e nex t t r a c k ano the r 
t r a i n had j u s t s t a r t e d i n t he o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n . The t r a i n , t h e n , was n o t y e t 
packed w i t h p e o p l e , but t h e r e were a t l e a s t some s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s who h e l d t h a t the 
r i g i d methods a p p l i e d b y e m p i r i c a l r e s e a r c h w o r k e r s i n d e e d p r e p a r e d r e a l i t y f o r 
s c i e n t i f i c i n v e s t i g a t i o n , bu t d i d no t p o s i t i v e l y p r e p a r e s c i e n t i f i c i n v e s t i g a t i o n f o r 
r e a l i t y . 

Le t me g i v e an example t o c l e a r up the p o i n t . F o r t h e p a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s , t h e 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s o n language b a r r i e r s have p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e no t o n l y i n s o c i o -
l i n g u i s t i c s but i n b roade r c u l t u r a l r e s e a r c h , f o r i t was r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e s e 
language b a r r i e r s a re c u l t u r a l b a r r i e r s and t h a t t h e y c o r r e s p o n d t o o t h e r c u l t u r a l 
b a r r i e r s . L i n g u i s t s , headed b y t h e E n g l i s h m a n B a s i l B e r n s t e i n and s t i m u l a t e d b y 
Amer i cans l i k e W i l l i a m Labov , d i s c r i m i n a t e d between two d i f f e r e n t codes w i t h i n the 
same l a n g u a g e : an e l a b o r a t e d code and a r e s t r i c t e d c o d e . These c o d e s , c h a r a c t e r i z e d 
b y d i f f e r e n t means and s t r a t e g i e s o f s p e a k i n g , were a t t a c h e d t o d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l 
c l a s s e s b y means o f e m p i r i c a l s t a t i s t i c s : the e l a b o r a t e d code i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 
m i d d l e c l a s s p e o p l e , the r e s t r i c t e d code o f t he l o w e r c l a s s e s . F o r some y e a r s t h i s 
concep t o f r e s t r i c t i o n and e l a b o r a t i o n was e l a b o r a t e d f u r t h e r : h i n t s f o r a d d i t i o n a l 
l i n g u i s t i c f e a t u r e s were g i v e n and s o c i a l c l a s s e s were s u b d i v i d e d a d d i t i o n a l l y i n t o 
upward m o b i l i t y l o w e r c l a s s , l o w e r c l a s s , and s o o n . 

The p r o b l e m , however , i s s t i l l a t hand: What does t h i s s e p a r a t i o n b y means o f 
l i n g u i s t i c d e s c r i p t i o n and s o c i a l s t a t i s t i c s r e a l l y mean, and how does i t work t o 
e f f e c t t h i s c o r r e l a t i o n ? There a r e , o f c o u r s e , a l o t o f c o n j e c t u r e s and p r e sumpt ions 
a s t o r e d u c e d l i n g u i s t i c t u r n o v e r i n l o w e r c l a s s s o c i a l i z a t i o n o r t o r e d u c t i o n o f 
communica t ion and language by manual l a b o r , and so o n ; but I spoke i n t e n t i o n a l l y o f 
p r e s u m p t i o n s and no t o f hypotheses , f o r p r e s u m p t i o n s c o u l d by no means r e a l l y be c o n -
f i r m e d , d i s c o n f i r m e d , o r d e n i e d e m p i r i c a l l y . You can not m a n i p u l a t e a s o c i a l 
s i t u a t i o n b y h o l d i n g some v a r i a b l e s c o n s t a n t w h i l e s t u d y i n g the changes i n o t h e r 
v a r i a b l e s ; i n o t h e r words , i f you want t o g o beyond the mere d e s c r i p t i o n and s t r i k i n g 
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p r e t a t i o n and i n methods w h i c h a r e ( o r come c l o s e r t o ) i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . W i t h g r e a t 
amounts o f s t a t i s t i c a l d a t a you a r e a b l e t o f i n d o u t t h e a v e r a g e — t h e ave rage 
h o u s e w i f e , f o r i n s t a n c e , who was p i n n e d down by a German s t u d y to be about f o r t y - f i v e , 
h a v i n g two c h i l d r e n and a husband who ea rns about $800 a month . But I am r a t h e r ^ 
d o u b t f u l about t he use o f t h a t average o r what t o do w i t h a woman who i s f i f t y - f i v e 
and has s i x c h i l d r e n and a husband who i s a d i s a b l e d w o r k e r w i t h about $300 in 
b e n e f i t s a month. 

A n o t h e r p o i n t w h i c h l e d p a r t o f the s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s away from r i g i d methods o r the 
e x c l u s i v e n e s s o f h a r d methods was the t r o u b l e w i t h t he a l l e g e d o b j e c t i v i t y aimed f o r 
b y t h e s e methods . I must c u t t h i s l o n g s t o r y s h o r t : I r e s t r i c t m y s e l f t o p o i n t ou t 
t h a t w i t h a l l i t s b i a s , t he s u b j e c t o f r e s e a r c h , h i d d e n b y q u a n t i t i e s o f d a t a , 
n e v e r t h e l e s s i n f l u e n c e d t h e d i r e c t i o n o f r e s e a r c h i n a n o f t e n u n c o n t r o l l e d manner , 
and t h a t the s u b j e c t o f t h e m a t t e r i n q u e s t i o n had a l m o s t n o p o s s i b i l i t y o f r u n n i n g 
the b l o c k a d e b u i l t b y the p r e v i o u s l y d i r e c t e d q u e s t i o n s and o b s e r v a t i o n s . T h u s , h a r d 
methods a r e s c a r c e l y c o m p a t i b l e w i t h a c t i o n r e s e a r c h , w h i c h t r i e s t o h e l p and promote 
p e o p l e b y and d u r i n g r e s e a r c h work ; n o r a r e t h e y c o m p a t i b l e w i t h i n t e r a c t i o n i s t i c 
models f o r c u l t u r a l r e s e a r c h , o n wh ich L a u r i Honko s a i d : " I t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t t h e 
p e o p l e who a re b e i n g s t u d i e d have a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n f l u e n c e t he r e s e a r c h p r o c e s s and 
t o become a c t i v e l y engaged i n i t , o r t h a t t h e y t h e m s e l v e s t a k e the i n i t i a t i v e i n 
s t a r t i n g a k i n d o f r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t w h i c h i s a c c e p t a b l e t o t h e m . " 

L a u r i Honko i s a n o u t s t a n d i n g F i n n i s h f o l k l o r i s t — h e r e w e a r e back a g a i n i n the a r e a 
o f f o l k l o r e r e s e a r c h . A s a m a t t e r o f f a c t , f o l k l o r i s t s d i d n ' t c l i n g t o o l o n g and t o o 
i n t e n s i v e l y t o the use o f t h e more r i g i d methods o f q u e s t i o n i n g and i n v e s t i g a t i o n . They 
r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e y c o u l d n o t d i s p e n s e w i t h t he s o f t e r methods o f t r a d i t i o n a l f i e l d w o r k . 
I guess t h a t n o t o n l y the s p e c i f i c m e t h o d i c a l d i lemma i n d i c a t e d , but a l s o s p e c i a l 
c o n d i t i o n s o f and i n the f i e l d , was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s s h i f t i n g o r r e s h i f t i n g . 

One can o n l y a p p l y d i r e c t e d i n t e r r o g a t i o n methods i f one has d i s t i n c t c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s 
and even c l e a r e x p e c t a t i o n s o f t he a n s w e r s . T h i s may b e p o s s i b l e i n homogeneous and 
r a t h e r s t a t i c s o c i e t i e s o r c u l t u r e s , bu t i t i s a p r o b l e m w i t h " f o l k s o c i e t i e s i n t h e 
p r o c e s s o f c r i t i c a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n " ( D e g h ) . C o n t e x t s o f f o l k l o r e become more i n f o r m a l 
( t o use one o f t he c l a s s i f i c a t o r y te rms o f Kenneth G o l d s t e i n ) . I n t h i s p r o c e s s o f 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n and e r o s i o n , even f o l k and fake fade i n t o a n ambiguous m i x t u r e ; 
e m a s c u l a t i o n o f f o l k c u l t u r e s does no t make them f ema le but h e r m a p h r o d i t i c , and 
supposed c o n s t a n t s t u r n out t o b e mere v a r i a b l e s o f f o l k l i f e . 

F o r example , i n a v e r y r e v e a l i n g a r t i c l e , M u r i e l D . S c h e i n d i d no t a s k , What i s a n 
e t h n i c group? bu t r a t h e r , When i s and e t h n i c g roup? r e a l i z i n g t h a t e t h n i c i t y i s 
" i n t i m a t e l y i n v o l v e d w i t h o t h e r s t r u c t u r e s such a s c l a s s and t r a d i n g s y s t e m s , " and 
t h a t e t h n i c i t y and e t h n i c i d e n t i t y v a r y t h e i r meaning and i m p o r t a n c e i n t i m e and 
s p a c e , and even a t a t i m e a c c o r d i n g t o the s p e c i f i c s i t u a t i o n . 

I n o t h e r words <and a p p l i e d t o t he p r o b l e m o f m e t h o d s ) , b y h a r d e r methods o f i n q u i r y 
y o u ' l l g e t , a s a r u l e , o n l y a s n a p s h o t , a s y n c h r o n i c c r o s s - s e c t i o n , o r a t most—by 
p a n e l l i n g — t w o c r o s s s e c t i o n s ; bu t you a r e h a r d l y a b l e t o manage w i t h p r o c e s s u a l 
deve lopments o f b o t h t he f i e l d and the i n v e s t i g a t i o n . The f i e l d , b e i n g dynamic and 
sometimes t u r b u l e n t , r e q u i r e s one t o o p e r a t e w i t h a g r e a t d e a l o f " f r e e r a n g i n g " 
o b s e r v a t i o n : one must b e a b l e no t o n l y t o f i t f i n d i n g s i n a g i v e n f r a m e , but t o 
a l l o w t h e frame t o change t h r o u g h unexpec t ed f i n d i n g s . I f you work w i t h h a r d 
m a t e r i a l o n l y , a n a l y s i s needs t o a w a i t c o m p l e t i o n o f d a t a g a t h e r i n g . I ' v e hea rd 
r e s e a r c h f e l l o w s , when a s k e d f o r the r e s u l t s o f t h e i r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s , s a y , " I h a v e n ' t 
y e t any i d e a , bu t I f i x e d nex t September a s the d a t e w i t h t h e c o m p u t e r . " Some o f 
them s t i l l have n o i d e a what t h e y d e t e c t e d — t h e y f i n i s h e d t h e i r work s t r u c k w i t h t h e 
f r u s t r a t i o n s o f no t r e a l l y u n d e r s t a n d i n g what t h e y were d o i n g f o r months o r even 
y e a r s . T h i s i s o f c o u r s e a n e x t r e m e , r e f e r r i n g t o a c a r i c a t u r e o f r i g i d methods , bu t 
c a r t o o n s a re r a r e l y t o t a l l y wrong . 
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Le t me now g i v e you a few examples — i n e v i t a b l y o n l y a n e c d o t a l — t o i l l u s t r a t e why I 
t h i n k t h a t s o f t (and t h a t means more t e n t a t i v e , more open, more i n v e n t i v e ) methods can 
h a r d l y b e done away w i t h i n f o l k l o r i s t i e s . 

M y f i r s t example r e f e r s t o the t ime o f c a r n i v a l , w h i c h i s a c u l m i n a t i o n not o n l y f o r 
p o p u l a r f u n , but a l s o f o r t r a d i t i o n a l f o l k cus toms . There a re f o o l s ' p a r a d e s , f o o l s ' 
t r e e s , f o o l s ' dances , and even f o o l s ' c o u r t s o f j u s t i c e — s o m e t i m e s i n the f o r m a l sense 
o f the w o r d — w i t h p u b l i c p r o s e c u t o r , l a w y e r , and j u d g e , sometimes i n d i f f e r e n t forms 
o f f u n c t i o n a l e q u i v a l e n t s . I n many a v i l l a g e c a r n i v a l sermons a r e h e l d ; sometimes 
they a r e per formed as a parody of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l se rmons , sometimes as j u s t a speech , 
an o r a t i o n i n funny rhymes on what p e o p l e d i d (whether r i g h t o r wrong) d u r i n g the pas t 
yea r a f o o l p r o o f c h a n n e l o f more o r l e s s c r i t i c a l community c o m m u n i c a t i o n . 

T h i s cu s tom, a s s i g n e d t o the f i e l d o f " p e o p l e ' s j u s t i c e , " has met w i t h the v e r y v i v i d 
i n t e r e s t o f f o l k l o r i s t s . One can d i s t i n g u i s h t h r e e s t ages o f p e r c e p t i o n and c o n c e p t i o n : 
i n the f i r s t , h i g h l y i d e o l o g i c a l one , f o l k l o r i s t s d i d n ' t l o o k too much a t the r e a l c o n ­
t e n t s o f the sermons , but were s t a r t i n g from and g o i n g in s e a r c h o f an empha t ic image 
of G e m e i n s c h a f t , community. The sermons were u n d e r s t o o d q u i t e g e n e r a l l y , on the one 
hand, as a means to exp re s s and s e c u r e community by a t t a c k i n g d e v i a t i o n and d e v i a t o r s 
from the r u l e s a n d , o n the o t h e r hand , a s a n o u t l e t f o r c r i t i c i s m a g a i n s t the most 
i n f l u e n t i a l p e o p l e — a n d t h a t means a s a f a v o r a b l e d e m o c r a t i c c o r r e c t i o n o f community 
power s t r u c t u r e s . That these i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ( r e p r o o f o f d e v i a t o r s and c r i t i c i s m o f 
i n f l u e n t i a l s ) were i n a c e r t a i n c o n t r a d i c t i o n t o each o t h e r d i d n ' t b o t h e r t hose f o l k ­
l o r i s t s too much, f o r they u n d e r s t o o d t hemse lve s a s c o l l e c t o r s more t han a s a n a l y s t s . 

I n the second s t a g e , f o l k l o r i s t s came to a c l o s e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f the c o n t e n t s o f the 
sermons . In some r e s e a r c h e d v i l l a g e s , the sermons d e a l t . m o r e w i t h the women than w i t h 
the men, more w i t h the u n m a r r i e d t h a n w i t h the m a r r i e d , more w i t h the poor than w i t h 
the r i c h , and so o n . S u s p i c i o n was a r o u s e d t h a t the foremost f u n c t i o n o f the sermons 
was the s t a b i l i z a t i o n and c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f g i v e n power and i n f l u e n c e s t r u c t u r e s . 

I n the t h i r d s t a g e , f o l k l o r i s t s , s t a r t i n g somehow from the p o i n t o f t h i s s u s p i c i o n , 
t r i e d t o ge t h o l d o f the c o n t e x t . You cannot get t o the c o n t e x t b y mere i n t e r v i e w s , 
but o n l y b y ( a d d i t i o n a l ) o b s e r v a t i o n and—bes t—by what community r e s e a r c h e r s c a l l e d 
t o t a l i m m e r s i o n . B y means o f p a r t i c i p a n t o r n o n - p a r t i c i p a n t and above a l l c l o s e 
o b s e r v a t i o n , r e s e a r c h e r s r e a l i z e d the d o u b l e meaning o f the cus tom: o f c o u r s e , i n 
many o f the v i l l a g e s newcomers l i v e d who had moved in from n e i g h b o r i n g towns d u r i n g 
the l a s t y e a r s . M o r e o v e r , s u c h customs o f gay d i s p l a y and o s t e n t a t i v e d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
a re v i s i t e d b y the p e o p l e o f n e i g h b o r i n g v i l l a g e s and b y t o u r i s t s from the u rban 
s u r r o u n d i n g s . I n r e g a r d t o them the cus tom i s p a r t o f the " c u l t o f the f o l k s y " 
( D o r s o n ) — f o r them the c o n t e n t o f the v e r s e s i n g e n e r a l i s n o t h i n g but c h e e r f u l s t o r i e s . 

T h i s does no t p r e c l u d e , however , t h a t t he se s t o r i e s , w h i c h o f t e n a r e not even t r u e but 
a re i n v e n t e d , have t h e i r s p e c i a l a i m and t a r g e t u n d e r s t a n d a b l e o n l y t o i n s i d e r s . T o 
i l l u s t r a t e w i t h a r e a l example , i n a v i l l a g e nea r T u b i n g e n , w h i c h w e i n v e s t i g a t e d 
t h o r o u g h l y and perhaps even e x c e s s i v e l y f o r y e a r s , t h e r e was a woman who was asked 
whether she might be " b r o u g h t " — t h a t means ment ioned in the se rmon. Her answer , 
r e l u c t a n t bu t r e s i g n e d to what she thought i n e v i t a b l e , was "Do wha teve r you want ; 
i t ' s a l l the same t o me; I d o n ' t c a r e . " I n t h e i r se rmon, the young men d i d what they 
wan ted : i n t h e i r sermon they h e l d t h a t the woman once went t o the c e l l a r f o r p o t a t o e s , 
but i n s t e a d o f these f e t c h e d h i g h l y a l c o h o l i c h a r d c i d e r a p p l e j u i c e . T h i s seems t o 
b e q u i t e i n n o c e n t and i n o f f e n s i v e , but y o u can o n l y get the r e a l meaning i f you know 
t h a t h e r husband i s a d r u n k a r d from whom she s u f f e r s a l l the t i m e . 

V i l l a g e p e o p l e know t h a t , bu t the r e s e a r c h e r s ought t o know i t , t o o . The p r o b l e m they 
a re f a c e d w i t h i s not o n l y t h a t o f " e t h n o g r a p h i c d y n a m i t e " ( G o l d s t e i n ) , bu t t h a t o f 
the range of " c o n t e x t . " Perhaps ( I hope I am not m i s l e d o n l y by l anguage d i f f i c u l t i e s ) 
the p r o b l e m might b e e x p l i c a t e d b y the s e m a n t i c d i f f e r e n t i a l o f " p e r f o r m a n c e . " I t i s 
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n o l o n g e r r e v p l u t i o n a r y t o c l a i m t h a t per formance s h o u l d b e i n c l u d e d i n f o l k l o r e 
r e s e a r c h . But what I s pe r fo rmance? I n s t r u c t u r a l l i n g u i s t i c s (which i n Europe i s 
s t i l l devo ted i n g r e a t e r p a r t t o S t . Chomsky) , pe r fo rmance means the c o n t r a r y and 
complement t o compete i c e : n o t the i d e a l a b i l i t y t o s p e a k , but the r e a l speech a c t s 
i n t h e i r r e a l meaning and e n v i r o n m e n t . S p e a k i n g o f f o l k l o r e p e r f o r m a n c e , however , 
one moves w i t h i n the s e m a n t i c h o r i z o n o f t h e a t r e ; one t h i n k s o f a s t a g e o r an e q u i ­
v a l e n t t o a s t a g e , where pe r fo rmances a r e p roduced and shown. Even i f the c o n t e x t 
i s i n f o r m a l , the f o l k l o r i s t tends t o c r y s t a l l i z e what h e o r she c a l l s pe r fo rmance . 
I t h i n k t h a t the " b r e a k t h r o u g h i n t o p e r f o r m a n c e " ought to be f o l l o w e d by a b r e a k ­
t h r o u g h t h r o u g h p e r f o r m a n c e , to l e a r n to know the w h o l e background of how and what i s 
p e r f o r m e d . By the way , I am r a t h e r s u r e t h a t t h i s i s f a r l e s s opposed t o D e l l Hymes, 
whom I j u s t q u o t e d , t han to many of h i s p r e d e c e s s o r s and f o l l o w e r s . 

But l e t me g i v e you a second example . In the same v i l l a g e the members of our r e s e a r c h 
g r o u p , c o n c e n t r a t i n g o n s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e and c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n i n t h a t v i l l a g e , hea rd 
a s t o r y s e v e r a l t imes about a f a m i l y who went to Hungary l o n g ago and r e t u r n e d by a 
coach drawn b y v e r y s m a l l h o r s e s . E l d e r p e o p l e i n the v i l l a g e remember the ha rness 
and b r i d l e o f these h o r s e s ; i t was kep t u p t o the l a s t y e a r o f the F i r s t Wor ld War, 
when the l e a t h e r was needed f o r b o o t s and s h o e s . T h i s i s a s t o r y w i t h o u t b e l i e f m o t i f s , 
w i t h o u t any t e n s i o n , and w i t h o u t funny t r a i t s . F o l k l o r i s t s who a re s t r i c t l y bound t o 
l o o k a t c o n v e n t i o n - g o v e r n e d s i t u a t i o n s wou ld not e v e n have r e a l i z e d o r t a k e n no te o f 
t h i s s t o r y . Why was i t p r e s e r v e d ? Why d o people—some p e o p l e , a t l e a s t — s t i l l t e l l 
about t h a t f a m i l y and t h e i r h o r s e s and the h o r s e s ' h a r n e s s ? 

O f c o u r s e , the v i l l a g e c u l t u r e i s n o l o n g e r a n o n l i t e r a t e s o c i e t y : bu t o r a l t r a d i t i o n 
and communica t ion a r e s t i l l i m p o r t a n t p a r t s o f the c u l t u r e . One may suppose , t h e r e ­
f o r e , t h a t the " s y s t e m o f e l i m i n a t i o n , " w h i c h Barnes c a l l e d " s t r u c t u r a l a m n e s i a , " i s 
s t i l l o f some i m p o r t a n c e i n t h a t s o c i e t y . That means t h a t such a s t o r y would have l o n g 
been f o r g o t t e n i f i t made n o sense a t a l l f o r the p r e s e n t t i m e . There i s n o r e a l l y 
" f u n c t i o n l e s s t r a i t , " and t h e s e l f - d e f e n s e o f a t a l e i s a t mos t , f o r the s m a l l e r p a r t , 
" b u i l t - i n " ; i t cannot b e f u l l y d e r i v e d from the f o r m a l s t r u c t u r e o f the t a l e , but must 
be c o o r d i n a t e d w i t h the i n t e r e s t s and the a t t i t u d e s o f the peop le and w i t h the 
s t r u c t u r e o f s o c i e t y i n a comprehens ive s e n s e . 

Now the t a l e i t s e l f , to be s u r e , and ou r g e n e r a l knowledge about the backg round , may 
l e a d t o c e r t a i n a s s u m p t i o n s . There a r e r easons t o suppose t h a t the p a r t i c u l a r p e r i o d o f 
t ime ment ioned i s no t by c h a n c e . I f t h e r e were a t ype i n d e x f o r such r e m i n i s c e n c e 
t a l e s (and I a rgue t h a t s u c h an i n d e x ought to be worked o u t ) , one c o u l d p o s s i b l y 
a s s i g n t o t h i s s t o r y the h e a d i n g , " I gave g o l d f o r i r o n " — a sen tence o r s a y i n g w h i c h 
was w r i t t e n on the r e c e i p t s p e o p l e got when they abandoned (or l e t ' s say s a c r i f i c e d ) 
g o l d e n r i n g s and v a l u a b l e j e w e l r y i n o r d e r t o s u p p o r t German war i n d u s t r y . The m i s e r y 
o f the wars i s o f t e n remembered i n terms o f m a t e r i a l wants and l a c k s . A second a s ­
sumpt ion conce rns the e x o t i c i s m o f the s t o r y . The h a r n e s s some peop le a r e s t i l l 
r e m i n d i n g themse lves o f was d i f f e r e n t from average h a r n e s s e s : i t i n d i c a t e d t h a t 
the h o r s e s were s m a l l e r t h a n ave rage h o r s e s and t h a t they were o f f o r e i g n o r i g i n . Thus 
the ha rnes s was a symbol o f s t r a n g e n e s s and as l o n g as s t r a n g e t h i n g s a re r e a l l y s t r a n g e 
they a r e w o r t h w h i l e to be n o t i c e d and to be remembered. 

But these a re n o t h i n g but g e n e r a l a s s u m p t i o n s . The e t h n o m e t h o d o l o g i c a l o r e thnography 
of s p e a k i n g f o l k l o r e app roach might be supposed to l e a d somewhat f u r t h e r : What do 
p e o p l e t e l l i n g and h e a r i n g the t a l e t h i n k about i t ? How w i l l they i n t e r p r e t what they 
t e l l o r were t o l d ? But even a n i n t e r v i e w w h i c h i s c a u t i o u s and p e n e t r a t i n g a t the 
same t ime w i l l g i v e o n l y v e r y l i t t l e a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n . The r e s e a r c h e r i s f o r c e d 
t o o u t r u n h i s i n f o r m a n t because the i n f o r m a n t i s n o t c o n s c i o u s o f e v e r y m o t i v e and 
r e a s o n and thus cannot v e r b a l i z e what i t i s t h a t d i v e r t s h i s though t s i n t o j u s t t h i s 
c h a n n e l and p u t s the s t o r y i n h i s m i n d . However , s p e a k i n g o f the u n c o n s c i o u s does not 
mean t a k i n g r e fuge i n s p u r i o u s m y s t e r i e s o r even i n q u e s t i o n a b l e human a r c h e t y p e s 
e s s e n t i a l p a r t s o f t he u n c o n s c i o u s and s u b c o n s c i o u s — b u t r a t h e r i n what p e o p l e a r e 
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do ing a s a ma t t e r o f c o u r s e , o f t e n s t u b b o r n l y and w i t h o u t t h i n k i n g o f a l t e r n a t i v e s . 
The p a s s i v e , not t o ment ion s u f f e r i n g , a s p e c t s o f i d e n t i t y — a r e the r e s u l t s o f former 
c o n d i t i o n s o f s o c i a l l i f e and s o c i a l i z a t i o n and thus may b e t r a c e d t o l o c a l s o c i a l 
h i s t o r y . 

T o r e t u r n t o the H u n g a r i a n h o r s e s , I ' l l g o some d i s t a n c e i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , bu t o n l y b y 
way o f i n t i m a t i o n . Work ing o n the f i l e s i n the community a r c h i v e f o r weeks and months , 
the r e s e a r c h group came a c r o s s some f a c t s w h i c h migh t be r e l e v a n t a t l e a s t f o r the s t o r y 
and i t s p r e s e r v a t i o n . There was , i n d e e d , a f a m i l y t h a t l e f t t h e i r home v i l l a g e and went t o 
Hungary . But they d i d n ' t s e l l t h e i r l a n d and t h e i r house : r a t h e r , t hey had t h e i r 
e l d e s t son s t a y i n the (Sueb ian ) v i l l a g e . Twelve y e a r s l a t e r they came b a c k , p r o b a b l y 
w i t h the s m a l l h o r s e s . But t h i s was not the o n l y t h i n g s t r a n g e and t h e r e f o r e n o t i c e a b l e 
t h i n g about them: they no l o n g e r conformed to the norms and v a l u e s o f the o l d v i l l a g e ; 
they d i d no t acknowledge the u n w r i t t e n l a w s o f customs any more, such as h a r v e s t and 
other w o r k i n g t r a d i t i o n s ; they d i d n ' t f e a r q u a r r e l s w i t h t h e i r n e i g h b o r s and o f t e n had 
r ecour se t o the o f f i c i a l c o u r t w i t h i t s w r i t t e n , p o s i t i v e l a w s . They were the f i r s t 
peop le i n the v i l l a g e who n o t i c e d the u p h e a v a l o f i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n , and took 
courage t o found the f i r s t f a c t o r y o r manufac tu ry t h e r e — a b r i c k y a r d — w h i c h was a s t a r t 
f o r w e a l t h and r e p u t a t i o n i n the v i l l a g e . 

In the meant ime, economic c o n d i t i o n s changed . But p o s s e s s i o n — p r o p e r t y , l a n d e d 
p r o p e r t y — i s s t i l l the foremost b a s i s f o r i n f l u e n c e and es teem. Today t h e r e a re d i f ­
f e r e n t b ranches o f the " H u n g a r i a n " f a m i l y , bu t i t i s not o n l y b y chance t h a t some o f 
the members o f these b ranches d i s t i n g u i s h e d t hemse lve s a s c a n d i d a t e s f o r the p o s i t i o n o f 
burgomas te r o r a s f u n c t i o n a r i e s i n the more i n p o r t a n t l o c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s . 

Thus, the s t o r y ( t o speak once more about i t ) i s not o n l y a f a i n t document f o r a c e r t a i n 
e x o t i c i s m , bu t s o r t o f a n e t i o l o g i c a l l e g e n d w i t h a r e a l h i s t o r i c a l b a c k g r o u n d . 
R i c h a r d M . Dorson once p o i n t e d out t h a t i n S c o t t i s h H i g h l a n d s t o r i e s " p r e c i s e h i s t o r i c a l 
d e t a i l s " o f the famous h i s t o r y " fade i n t o a n empty n e v e r - n e v e r l a n d . " I n o u r example , 
n e v e r - n e v e r l a n d i s not y e t r e a c h e d , and w e have t o f e r r e t out the h i s t o r y o u r s e l v e s 
th rough comprehens ive o b s e r v a t i o n and a r c h i v e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . 

I w i l l p r e s e n t the l a s t example t o o u t l i n e d i f f e r e n t i m p l i c a t i o n s o f my g e n e r a l p l e a d i n g 
f o r s o f t and wide methods. A p o s t g r a d u a t e o f ou r i n s t i t u t e i s w o r k i n g o n pho tography a s 
an example of p o p u l a r e s t h e t i c s . I do n o t want to engage in the p r o b l e m h e r e of whether 
p o p u l a r c u l t u r e i s s o r t o f a mons t rous e q u i v a l e n t t o f o l k l o r e and whe the r f o l k l o r e r emains 
f o l k l o r e i n the migh ty r e a l m o f p o p u l a r c u l t u r e . But I s h o u l d admi t t h a t I j o i n w i t h 
H e r b e r t J . Gans , who w i l l no t " s u b s c r i b e t o the n o t i o n t h a t p o p u l a r c u l t u r e i s s i m p l y 
imposed on the a u d i e n c e from a b o v e , " and pe rhaps not even from o u t s i d e . There i s some 
suppor t f o r t h i s s ta tement i n the argument t h a t p o p u l a r c u l t u r e i s n o t o n l y a ma t t e r o f 
" a u d i e n c e s , " but a l s o a m a t t e r o f a c t i v e c r e a t i v i t y w h i c h i s , t o b e s u r e , framed and 
p a t t e r n e d b y s p e c i a l a g e n c i e s o f p o p u l a r c u l t u r e (photography f o r e x a m p l e ) . 

The r e s e a r c h f e l l o w wanted to know why, w h a t , and how peop le p h o t o g r a p h e d , and he began 
h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n w i t h v e r y s e v e r e methods o f c o n t e n t a n a l y s i s , r e f e r r i n g t o p i c t u r e s . 
H e ' d g o t t e n a few dozen albums w i t h thousands of p i c t u r e s , and had made v e r y p r e c i s e 
s t a t i s t i c s o n the most f a v o r e d m o t i f s o f the p i c t u r e s t a k e n , o n the ages o f the pe r sons 
pho tog raphed , o n t h e i r c o u n t e n a n c e s , g e s t u r e s , c l o t h i n g , and s o o n . Through t h i s h e go t 
a l o t o f d a t a , bu t h e d i d n ' t r i d h i m s e l f o f the f e e l i n g t h a t the d a t a was n o t s u b s t a n t i a l 
enough. Thus we d e c i d e d to e x t e n d the m e t h o d i c a l a p p r o a c h . When he r e t u r n e d the albums 
to the owners a f t e r h a v i n g a n a l y z e d them, he took a tape r e c o r d e d w i t h h i s and had 
peop le t e l l about t h e i r l i v e s and the l i v e s o f the men, women, and c h i l d r e n i n the 
p i c t u r e s . These i n t e r v i e w s were e x t r e m e l y n o n d i r e c t i v e , and l a s t e d f o r h o u r s and some­
t imes even days . What p e o p l e s a i d c o u l d n o t a l w a y s b e a s s i g n e d e x a c t l y t o d i f f e r e n t 
P i c t u r e s . Of t en the p i c t u r e s were j u s t t he s t a r t i n g p o i n t , the p r o v o c a t i o n f o r l o n g 
c h a i n s o f a s s o c i a t i v e r e p o r t s and t a l e s . 
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I d o n ' t want t o i n d u l g e i n t h i s a t g r e a t l e n g t h , bu t I p i c k ou t j u s t one commentary. I n 
one of the albums t h e r e was a p i c t u r e showing a c o u p l e in Sunday d r e s s , accompanied by a 
w r i t t e n r e f e r e n c e : h o l i d a y s — v a c a t i o n . I n t h i s a lbum, and i n o t h e r albums o f t h i s 
f a m i l y , i t was the o n l y p i c t u r e w i t h t h i s l a b e l . F o r o u r r e s 2 a r c h e r , " v a c a t i o n " was one 
o f h i s numerous c a t e g o r i e s f o r q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s , f o r p e o p l e a r e never a s broadminded 
i n t a k i n g p i c t u r e s a s d u r i n g t h e i r v a c a t i o n . The s i n g l e p i c t u r e i n t h a t a lbum d i d n ' t add 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o the amount o f h o l i d a y p i c t u r e s , t o b e s u r e , bu t the c a t e g o r y c o u l d b e 
checked o f f w i t h t h i s f a m i l y , t o o . I t was o n l y b y the a d d i t i o n a l commentary o f the 
peop le t h a t the r e s e a r c h e r l e a r n e d what v a c a t i o n meant f o r t h i s c o u p l e : they used t o go 
t o the o l d p a r e n t s o f the woman, and t h e r e they worked f o r weeks , c l e a n i n g and p l a s t e r i n g 
the h o u s e , s p l i t t i n g the f i r e w o o d , and s o o n . 

They were no t c a p a b l e o f t a k i n g r e a l h o l i d a y s u n t i l t o d a y , . t h e man's wages b e i n g too low 
and the f i n a n c i a l o b l i g a t i o n s f o r t h e i r house too h i g h . V a c a t i o n a s d i s p l a c e d w o r k i n g — 
here a g a i n one meets w i t h s p e c i a l s e m a n t i c s , m i s l e a d i n g a s l o n g a s one s t i c k s t o the 
f a m i l i a r meanings bu t r e v e a l i n g and i n f o r m a t i v e when one has the c o r r e c t t r a n s l a t i o n . 

Bo th s i d e s o f the i n v e s t i g a t i o n a r e i m p o r t a n t and complement each o t h e r . I n the commen­
t a r i e s and t a l e s t h e r e i s s t r o n g e v i d e n c e f o r a l i e n a t i n g c o n d i t i o n s and s i t u a t i o n s , bu t 
the p i c t u r e s seem to be one way to r e c o n c i l e p e o p l e t o t h e i r l i v e s . One m i g h t , o f c o u r s e , 
a s van den Haag s a i d about the m e d i a , speak o f " s u b s t i t u t e g r a t i f i c a t i o n s , " but I t h i n k 
e s t h e t i c a c t i v i t y an^ e x p e r i e n c e i s a l w a y s somewhat s u b s t i t u t i v e . I con tend t h a t t he r e 
i s not a t r u e b i o g r a p h y ( t h a t o f the commenta r i e s ) o r a wrong or mendacious one ( t h a t o f 
the p i c t u r e s ) ; f o r these p i c t u r e s and the o c c a s i o n s f o r t he se p i c t u r e s a re a l s o 
s u b j e c t i v e r e a l i t i e s o f the p e o p l e and thus a r e i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the b i o g r a p h i e s . 
One c o u l d say perhaps t h a t t h e r e a r e s o f t l i n e s i n the l i f e h i s t o r y o f the p e o p l e b e s i d e s 
the more s t e r n and r i g i d o n e s , and t h i s l e a d s me in a somewhat m e t a p h o r i c a l way to 
emphasize the advantage o f a s i m i l a r r e c o n c i l i a t i o n o f s o f t and h a r d methods, and 
doub le s t r a t e g y o f r e s e a r c h . 

I have t r i e d t o o u t l i n e the n e c e s s i t y o f a p p l y i n g the more s o f t methods. I n a d d i t i o n t o 
the above ment ioned development o f the s o c i a l s c i e n c e s i n g e n e r a l , t h e r e i s a c e r t a i n 
p r a c t i c a b l e n e s s o f these methods w h i c h migh t b e c a l l e d , n o t e x c l u s i v e , bu t somehow t y p i c a l 
and s p e c i f i c f o r f o l k l o r e r e s e a r c h . I want t o r e p e a t some o f these t r a i t s a b s t r a c t e d , 
d e r i v e d , and condensed from the c o n c r e t e example s : 

1 . I h o l d t h a t f o l k l o r e r e s e a r c h t u r n s and has to t u r n more and more to r a t h e r 
u n o b t r u s i v e f a c t s o f e v e r y d a y l i f e . . M a t t e r s o f d a i l y r o u t i n e become more 
i m p o r t a n t f o r r e s e a r c h , and even i f you s t a r t t o p r o v e the s tupendous t e n a c i t y 
o f (a t l e a s t some) f o l k l o r e , y o u can d o t h a t o n l y b y compar i son w i t h the l e s s 
s t r i k i n g c u l t u r a l e l emen t s o f change and m o d e r n i z a t i o n . F o r u n o b t r u s i v e o b j e c t s 
u n o b t r u s i v e methods o f i n v e s t i g a t i o n a re more a p p r o p r i a t e than the more c o m p e l l i n g 
and r i g i d methods . 

2 . I n h i g h l y complex c u l t u r e s — a n d perhaps i t w o u l d b e even more p r e c i s e t o speak 
o f c u l t u r a l c o m p l e x i t y i n s t e a d o f complex c u l t u r e s — m o s t c u l t u r a l i t ems are 
ambiguous , m u l t i f o r m , and m u l t i v a l e n t . I n such a complex s i t u a t i o n , the 
i n v e s t i g a t o r cannot make i t h i s t a s k t o a v o i d o r i g n o r e p e o p l e ' s b i a s e s , but must 
ge t h o l d o f and a n a l y z e them. S o f t methods , once more , a re more a p p r o p r i a t e to 
t h i s p r o b l e m . 

3 . S o f t methods a re p r o f i t a b l e w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o the b i o g r a p h i c a l a c c e n t u a t i o n and 
frame o f men's c u l t u r e . B i o g r a p h i c a l a c c e n t u a t i o n no t o n l y means t h a t peop le 
r e f e r t o o r r e f l e c t upon t h e i r b i o g r a p h i e s but t h a t e v e r y c u l t u r a l i t e m , i n c l u d i n g 
t r a i t s o f f o l k l o r e , has a s p e c i a l meaning w h i c h depends on l i f e h i s t o r y . T h i s w i l l 
n o t n e c e s s a r i l y l e a d t o the a t o m i z a t i o n o f c u l t u r e i n t o innumerab le i n d i v i d u a l 
e l e m e n t s , s i n c e common, c o l l e c t i v e c u l t u r e s and s u b c u l t u r e s a re o f t e n p a t t e r n e d b y 
comparab le l i f e h i s t o r i e s . 
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4 . I t seems t o b e n e c e s s a r y t o t r a c e back u t t e r i n g s , a t t i t u d e s , and i n t e r a c t i o n s 
n o t o n l y t o what p e o p l e c o n s c i o u s l y i n t e n d e d , but beyond t h i s t o those t h i n g s 
o f w h i c h they a r e not a t a l l c o n s c i o u s . Whether o r no t you t a k e a p s y c h o a n a l y t i c 
v i e w in a s t r i c t s e n s e , I t h i n k one has to admi t t h a t t he u n c o n s c i o u s i s a v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t agency i n our l i v e s . Perhaps I s h o u l d add once more t h a t " u n c o n s c i o u s " 
does not r e f e r o n l y t o c rude f a n t a s y complexes evoked b y r e p r e s s i o n , but a l s o t o 
the h i g h l y s t e r e o t y p e d a c t i o n s and i n t e r a c t i o n s o f e v e r y d a y l i f e . 

5 . F o l k l o r i s t s ' i n t e r e s t i n h i s t o r y i s a c r u c i a l f a c t o r d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g them 
from most o t h e r s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s . More and more, however , h i s t o r y i s no t t a k e n 
f o r the ample r e s e r v o i r o f f r agmenta ry r e l i c s bu t i s u n d e r s t o o d a s the r e a l b a s i s 
f o r v e r y r e a l t r a i t s o f p r e s e n t e v e r y d a y l i f e . T h i s a l s o means d i f f e r e n t 
approaches t o h i s t o r y , and I t h i n k t h a t i t makes sense t o speak o f s o f t h i s t o r i c a l 
methods a s w e l l . 

I n t h i s l e c t u r e I d i d no t g i v e a n a l l - e m b r a c i n g s u r v e y o n German o r European f o l k l o r e 
r e s e a r c h ; I j u s t t r i e d t o h i n t a t a n i m p o r t a n t t endency i n f o l k l o r e r e s e a r c h . T o b e s u r e , 
t h e r e a r e a l o t o f f o l k l o r i s t s who neve r changed t h e i r v i e w and n e v e r q u i t u s i n g the way o f 
t r a d i t i o n a l f o l k l o r i s t i c methods . Some o f them l aughed i n t h e i r s l e e v e when they saw the 
young , adven tu rous s c i e n t i s t s f a l l back t o what they thought t o b e h o n e s t , t r a d i t i o n a l 
f i e l d w o r k methods . I r o n i c a l l y , they h e l d t h a t the b e s t way to ge t ahead was by w a i t i n g — 
j u s t a s i n the Grimm t a l e about the ha re and the hedgehog o r t o r t o i s e (Aa 2 7 5 ) . 

But f o r t u n a t e l y one cannot w i n a r a c e by d e c e p t i o n in s c i e n c e s , and I ought to have put a 
t h i c k q u e s t i o n mark f o l l o w i n g the s u b t i t l e o f m y l e c t u r e . A s a m a t t e r o f f a c t , f o l k l o r i s t s 
who t u r n e d t o s o f t methods d i d not r e a l l y " f a l l b a c k " t o what had been done eve r b e f o r e . A 
h a r d c o r e o f r i g i d methods was not a t a l l b a n i s h e d by them; most o f them adhere to a 
c o m b i n a t i o n o f more s o f t and more r i g i d methods . There i s a s a y i n g by Theodore R o o s e v e l t 
w h i c h i s s a i d t o b e a n A f r i c a n p r o v e r b ( o r , t h e r e i s a n A f r i c a n p r o v e r b w h i c h i s s a i d t o 
have been quo ted b y Theodore R o o s e v e l t ) : "Speak s o f t l y and c a r r y a b i g s t i c k , you w i l l g o 
f a r . " T h a t ' s a r a t h e r m a r t i a l s t a t e m e n t , bu t perhaps one might t u r n i t i n t o a d v i c e f o r 
f i e l d w o r k e r s : R e s e a r c h s o f t l y and c a r r y a b i g s t o c k o f s t e r n d a t a and h a r d methods. 

T r a d i t i o n a l i s t i c f o l k l o r i s t s a r e , moreove r , wrong no t o n l y i n t h e i r i n s i n u a t i o n t h a t the 
m e t h o d i c a l a r e a o f s o c i a l s c i e n c e s has been a b s o l u t e l y l e f t ; t hey a l s o d i d n o t r e a l i z e t h a t 
the s o f t methods a p p l i e d now a r e somewhat d i f f e r e n t from most o f the ways o f the o l d 
f i e l d w o r k i n v e s t i g a t i o n . I f i t i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f r i g i d methods t h a t " t he responden t 
i s l e d t o r e s t r i c t h i s d i s c u s s i o n t o the q u e s t i o n s p o s e d , " o r a t l e a s t t o t he i t ems i n 
q u e s t i o n , t r a d i t i o n a l f o l k l o r e r e s e a r c h was i n g e n e r a l r a t h e r r i g i d , bu t o f t e n w i t h o u t 
making use o f the advantages o f r i g i d methods . In fo rman t s were a s k e d q u e s t i o n s about 
p r e c o n c e i v e d o b j e c t s , but o f t e n t h e r e was n e i t h e r any s a m p l i n g n o r any chance f o r the 
i n f o r m a n t t o e v a l u a t e the o b j e c t and thus h e l p the r e s e a r c h e r t o f u n c t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n s . 

The s o f t methods d e v e l o p e d and a p p l i e d now a r e a i m i n g a t a s y m p a t h e t i c u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
p e o p l e and f o l k c u l t u r e . S o f t , a s I see i t , d o e s n ' t mean weak, b u t r a t h e r means t e n d e r . 
But I f e e l I ought to be more r e s e r v e d w i t h s e m a n t i c s ove r w h i c h I have no r e a l c o n t r o l . 
L e t m e t r y t o e x p l a i n b y s a y i n g t h a t i n p a s t y e a r s f o l k l o r i s t s have t r i e d t o come w i t h i n 
the range o f r a t h e r e x a c t i n v e s t i g a t i v e methods on the one hand , and the r e f i n e m e n t ( o r , t o 
say i t i n a p a r a d o x , the s h a r p e n i n g ) o f s o f t methods o n the o t h e r . 

As to the q u e s t i o n o f whether to choose s o f t o r r i g i d , f o r my p a r t I w o u l d n o t d e c i d e once 
and f o r a l l . I t i s w o r t h w h i l e t o r e f l e c t upon d i f f e r e n t me thods , bu t I ag ree w i t h 
D . K . W i l g u s : " I have y e t t o f i n d a n app roach t o f o l k l o r e from w h i c h I have l e a r n e d 
n o t h i n g ; I have y e t t o f i n d one whose dominance i s no t d a n g e r o u s . " 


