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Textual Supplementation in Poetry: 
The Song of Hannah as a Test Case

 

1. Textual and Literary History in the Psalms

Since the discoveries of the Dead Sea Scrolls, we have external evi
dence for the phenomenon of textual supplementation in biblical and 

ten scripture.

sitions between textual history and literary history, in principle and in 
1 Other scholars see external evi

2 In order to say anything at all about 
the origin of the Bible, however, a practice of reckoning with only two or 

worked seriously with manuscripts can only shake their heads or laugh 

goes hand in hand with a vivid imagination when reconstructing preliter

1 Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible

2 The Formation of the Hebrew Bible: A New Reconstruction
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3 I believe that, while it 
is clear that there are limitations to an analysis based on internal criteria, 

 we have no reason to 

should be an incentive for us to look more closely and to identify as pre

 
This is true, as we shall see, for poetic texts, and in particular for 

the missing nun

6

3 Evidence of Editing: Growth and Change of Texts in the Hebrew Bible

Das Judentum im Zeitalter des 
Zweiten Tempels: Kleine Schriften I
“Das Alte Testament und die Texte vom Toten Meer,” ZAW
ing Torah in the Hebrew Bible and the Dead Sea Scrolls,” in Wisdom and Torah: The Recep-
tion of ‘Torah’ in the Wisdom Literature of the Second Temple Period

omy and the Temple Scroll,” in The Reception of Biblical War Legislation in Narrative Contexts: 
Proceedings of the EABS Research Group “Law and Narrative,” 

a The Books of Samuel: Stories – History – Reception History

The Formation 
of the Pentateuch: Bridging the Academic Cultures of Europe, Israel, and North America

the Deuteronomistic History,” in Insights into Editing in the Hebrew Bible and the Ancient Near 
East: What Does Documented Evidence Tell Us about the Transmission of Authoritative Texts?, ed 

6 Schema‘
Das Judentum im Zeitalter
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Prayer and Poetry in the Dead Sea Scrolls and Related Literature: Essays in Honor of 
Eileen Schuller on the Occasion of Her 65th Birthday

 Das Judentum 
im Zeitalter
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1

9

+ 

In addition to such examples of textual supplementation, which can 
easily be multiplied, we must also consider other phenomena of editing 

catena
of elements from other psalms and, at the same time, were supplemented 

 For all these phenomena, the external evidence provides 

And so I will begin this essay with the external evidence and feel my 

same time, we should not be under any illusion that the external evidence 

Fünfteilung des Psalters,” in Das Judentum im Zeitalter
Mythos und 

Geschichte: Kleine Schriften III



Textual Supplementation in Poetry

2. The Song of Hannah

a

B
2

L boc2e2
O

1:28
LSV

Therefore I have lent him to the ,’ he is given to the And he 
there

  
 and she left him there and worshiped the L
μ

GL

2:1
Hannah prayed and said

LA

And she said

 
My heart exults in the  my strength is exalted in the  My mouth derides my ene
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μ

GO

2
There is no Holy One like the 

 
Because there is no one holy like the 

μ  

 GO ] GL 

3
Talk no more so very proudly, is a 

 

μ μ μ
μ μ μ

GLO GBL  A

 
The bow of the mighty is broken

μ

 
Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were hungry are fat 
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6
 

The kills and brings to life

The makes poor and makes rich

8a
 

He raises up the poor from the dust  he lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit 

μ
GLO

He raises up the needy from the ground and lifts the poor from the dunghill, to make them 

8b
 

For the pillars of the earth are the 

9

He will guard the feet of his faithful ones,

 

grants the vow to the one who takes vows, he blesses the years of the righteous, for not by 

μ  
A

Granting the prayer to the one who prays, he has even blessed the years of the righteous, 

10a
The 

 1

2

a3
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a
The 

his strength, and let not the rich boast of his riches, but let the one who boasts boast about 
this: that he has the understanding and knows the LORD and to exercise justice and righ

μ
μ

μ
μ

erness, and let not let the mighty boast in his might, and let not let the wealthy boast in his 
wealth, but let him who boasts boast in this: to understand and know the Lord and to execute 

10a b 

strength to his king,

 
The  ascended to heaven and 

μ

11

Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, while the boy remained to minister to the in the 

μ

GB

 GL

And they left him there before the Lord and departed to Harmathaim, and the lad was min

three versions diverge most: in the transitions to and from the narrative 

usually assume technical errors in copying, reckon occasionally with 
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8 

9 

discussion of the textual problems, the importance of which for textual 
history and literary history had already been pointed out by Julius Well

10

Vorlage 11 
This more original text was already conjectured in the earlier studies of 

12 

Aejmelaeus is, however, inclined to assume a much stronger, deliberate 

evaluated the various manuscripts that he had at his disposal in order to 

In the following, I would like to examine the evidence to determine 
whether it allows further conclusions to be made about the literary his

the

cations of textual supplementation and the relationship between external 

8

9
Framework,” in The Greek and Hebrew Bible: Collected Essays on the Septuagint

10 Der Text der Bücher Samuelis

11 a,” in Archaeology of the Books of 
 Samuel: The Entangling of the Textual and Literary History

12 Der Text der Bücher Samuelis Driver, Notes on the Hebrew Text 
and the Topography of the Books of Samuel: With an Introduction on Hebrew Palaeography
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3. Orthography, Scribal Errors, and Variants 

2:2 
which textual history occasionally merges into literary or compositional 

1:28  is to be translated “all the days, 
 Since “tense and meaning are 

incongruous,” 
that the text should be instead of 13

, as suggested 

explained by the confusion of  and , incorrect word partitioning and a 

2:1 , μ

 leads us to suppose that the MT also originally read , 
which was corrupted to mem of  

 or that two distinct readings 
 

the following  or  is to be found in the kaph of , one of two 
exceptional cases of direct address in the psalm, with the text originally 
reading:   ”I rejoice in my vindication, For.”16

2:1 2, 

2:2 ,  but with 

2:2 , μ
The rendering of  with 

Vorlage.  It can either be traced 

13 Der Text der Bücher Samuelis
BHS

Der Text der Bücher Samuelis Text
I Samuel: A New Translation with Introduction, Notes, and Commen-

tary
16

I Samuel
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 into 
18

2:3 , μ
sen objects to the repetition of the feminine , which occurs only once 
in some Hebrew manuscripts and, in the versions, is usually rendered by 

up high!”19

20 
2:3 , μ 21 

the translator either found in the Vorlage
manuscript the variant  before BHS

2:3 , ,  

ambiguated with a mater lectionis

2:3 , μ μ
) qere

22

tion of  and 
, , 

and is therefore usually preferred,23 but it could also be a secondary cor

which the predicate sometimes conforms not to the construct noun nomen 
regens

 The MT has a 

,  with 

18
19 Der Text der Bücher Samuelis Die Bücher Samuel, 

20 I Samuel
21 I Samuel
22 Der Text der Bücher Samuelis I Samuel
23

I Samuel
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Wellhausen suspects the reason to be a variant of the root  but gives 
preference to the MT as the 

is a crux interpretum
 

here means “to be fat” and 26

the reconstruction  ,  
Or can we read ,

 
and understands  in terms of 28 Most unlikely, in my opinion, is a dit

, once in the sense of “to forsake” and then 
29

, 

error and suggests hiphil of 30

2:8 , , GA and some other codices , a Hebrew 
manuscript BHS

 and  were 

2:8 , 

31

2:8 , μ , GLO μ

2:9 , or 

2:10 , , 
casus pendens

qere; , how

subject and understands the object as a singular, like the ketiv

Der Text der Bücher Samuelis
26 I Samuel

Notes on the Hebrew Text
28 Der Text der Bücher Samuelis Text
29 I Samuel
30 Die Bücher Samuel
31 BHS
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This variant is more in accordance with the continuation of the MT and is 
32

2:10 , , 
The MT refers  to the aforementioned opponents of 

new sentence and takes up the subject 
 

and 
direction, conjecturing an abbreviation or a slip of the pen for  to lie 
behind 33 Today we are more inclined to think of an old Ugaritic name 
for God  
This is also a possibility, especially as the error can be easily explained by 

 and 
Wiederaufnahme

the copula before 

2:10 , 

2:10 , μ
 as mater lectionis.

These are the orthographic variations, scribal errors, and variants, 

the same, rudiments of text editing can be detected here and there even in 

all this under the category of textual supplementation, the phenomenon 

Above all, we must not make the mistake of seeing scribal errors 

32 I Samuel
33 Die Bücher Samuel

reading of  to  from the root 

I Samuel
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ran shows, errors and variants appear in the text with the correction of 

ary growth, however, is indicated mainly by the pluses and minuses of 

4. Pluses and Minuses

The distribution of the textual problems suggests the assumption that the 

The Narrative Framework (1 Sam 1:28 and 2:11)

Wellhausen pointed out that the Song of Hannah was inserted into the 

the boy to the priests is missing in the MT, and the proskynesis is missing 
L

36 The two versions, 

36 Der Text der Bücher Samuelis
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1:28b 
2:11 

L + )
 2:11 GB μ

L

, where the active subject is Elkanah 

after the handover and proskynesis and before 
before the Song of Han

nah, that is, at the position of 1:28b:  

L

B L handover, proskynesis and 

First, it proves that the Song of Hannah is not original here but was added 

the evidence shows that the narrative was edited, presumably before the 

proven to be a secondary textual supplementation ascribing a special role 
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1:28b/2:11, the departure is in any case more likely to be original, which, 
before the insertion of the Song of Hannah, is preceded by the proskynesis 

L

38 The versions 

Verse 1

In all three versions the heading presupposes Hannah as the active sub
 = 

is introduced as supplicant in 2:1, resorting to 1:26 
wise GL 

Verse 2

 MT 

μ  

GL μ  
 

GO  
μ

38
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We can distinguish three components in these variants:
a 
b   
c μ

abc in the MT, axbc in 
, ac’b’ L, abc’ in GO 39

the introductory  and the copula a is in 

is the order abc if we disregard the variants b’ and c’, and the addition of 
x

ment  in b’, which is taken from the immediately preceding term a and 
was most probably added secondarily in the Vorlage  Based on 

L  
If we then take into account that b’ is not a Hebrew but merely a Greek 
variant, then GO

Thus, component c
proved stable and, like a,
the secondary variants in the Greek tradition presuppose the core and the 

abc
The changes in the versions appear to have begun with the expan

sion of the second component b,

supplementation of b in the order of MT but not the transposition to the 
x

the components a–c c

If, however, we are dealing with a separate fourth variant d
exists only in component c’ in 
to assume textual supplementation over a mechanical explanation such 

positioning of b and the addition of another component could suggest 

39 ”

I Samuel
Der Text der Bücher Samuelis
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that all of b is secondary and that the original text contained only a and c: 

Verse 8

 The plus inserts a 

Verse 9

MT

  a
 b
 c

b μ A 
c 

The external evidence suggests that element c, which is witnessed in both 

resents the older text, supplemented by element a in the MT and by ele

Der Text der Bücher Samuelis
”

a

I Samuel
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ment b Vorlage
secondary combination of the two additions a

b  This explanation clearly deserves preference over the 

of material,” though without proof or a reconstruction of the individual 

The pluses comment on the Song of Hannah and on its content con
a

the reversal of circumstances through God in the theological opposition 

b
like to include the narrative of Hannah in the hymn and therefore insert the 

 
I assume, with Tov, that both pluses have entered independently into 

approximately as follows:

c

 8a
 9b

Element b Vorlage
ticiple, connects perfectly from a grammatical perspective to the Hebrew 

 8a
] 9a

 9b

holds the originality of element b
I Samuel

seems to assume that only the last element c, which is common to all the witnesses, is second
Die Bücher Samuel

Der Text der Bücher Samuelis
Psalm der im Alter mit Kindern noch gesegneten Hanna als Danklied für die Erfüllung 

hänge des Liedes
sein   μ
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8a 
μ

9 μ  

 8a
 8b
 9a

 9b

sition of the “pious/righteous” and the “wicked,” to which the psalm and 

ant in GA makes this interpretation explicit by changing the singular “the 

c
verse responds to the elevation of the poor, whom God helps, to great 

Verse 10

 10a
10a 
+ μ

μ
μ

μ

 10b
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10b 
μ

in 1 Samuel humans should exercise righteousness and justice in the land, 
whereas in Jeremiah it is the Lord, who exercises mercy, justice, and righ

22 
 

23 μ μ
μ

μ

priate Vorlage Vorlage seems to be 

 

  10a
 a
 a
 a
a

     10a b

1

in view of the beginning of the Greek plus: 

The reading 2

we are dealing with the same plus, then it has been increased here by 

The Samuel Scroll from Qumran: 4QSama Restored and Compared 
to the Septuagint and 4QSamc
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3  

 
reads:  

seems to be best, even if, try as I might, I cannot detect either the second  

μ  =  Before the 
mem of  we can clearly see the foot of a taw, so that we must read 

b witnesses a common text in the MT and 

So while the situation is not entirely clear, it is clear enough to support 

is suggested also by the plus being at the same location and by the same 
  cor

responds to 

There is more or less consensus that we are dealing here with textual 

nor the scribal errors: “So this seems to be a case where our usual pref

 If 

of the plus the earlier  lost its link to the aforemen
ketiv

 became 
the verb  was provided with a copula: 

 =  
 instead of 

of Jeremiah is also very likely to be secondary and the text is not com

I Samuel Samuel Scroll
Eugene 

The Qumran Text of Samuel and Josephus

ml I Samuel
Der Text der Bücher Samuelis

I Samuel
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may well be the case, it is, of course, impossible to prove and indeed, in 

 still it is not 

also sapientially marked and stresses the contrast between God, the cre

change could be due to the context: whereas the version in Jer 9 focuses on 
the power of God, who is praised in contrast to the people and their “wise 

 Therefore, it makes complete sense to 

5. Reconstruction of the Literary and Textual History

an earlier psalm that entered the narrative context of the story of Sam

 in 1 Sam 2:9/Jer 

Studies in Biblical Liter-
ture,
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uel in 1 Sam 2 secondarily and was enhanced by textual supplementa

The basic text begins with a supplicant’s call to praise God and the 

tion and juxtaposes God’s dealings with his enemies and the ends of the 
earth, on the one hand, and with his king and anointed, on the other 

or maybe even of a king (Königspsalm

Yhwh’s king and anointed one, who might be identical with the suppli

 This ambiguity was probably the 

2

about the power of God and the salvation of the supplicant, or about the 
intervention of God for the weak, refer to the righteous and pious, and all 
statements about the enemies of the supplicant and of Yhwh refer to the 
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This has led to certain changes at the edges as well as in the narrative itself 

Finally, the external evidence also suggests a further assumption, 

we disregard the additions indicated by the external evidence and more 

God’s actions to man, such as reversing the usual conditions, humiliating 
the strong and honoring the weak, killing and restoring life, and so on, the 

For this reason, I tend to believe that the basic text reconstructed so far 
on the basis of the external evidence also has a literary history that reaches 

of tradition that was related to the king and his enemies secondarily in 

and 8b, which use political images that, in the earlier part of the psalm, are 
examples of the reversal of conditions and, in the framing passages, were 

Whether the interpretation and supplementation of the traditional 
passage were made before or during the insertion into the narrative con

course exclude the other alternative since Hannah, when all is said and 

dence for the insertion of the psalm in the context was more likely to have 

psalm according to the internal and external evidence in a relative chrono
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External evidence Internal Evidence

 1:28b/2:1
  

1a
 1b

  

 3a
 3b

 6

 8a
 

 8b
 9a

 9b
  10a
 a1

 a2

 a3

 a

 a

 10a b
   

 2:11
 μ μ  

6. External and Internal Evidence

learn from the external evidence for identifying textual supplementations 



Textual Supplementation in Poetry

here could be whether, in the Song of Hannah, we could come to the same 
conclusion without external evidence that we reached with our compari

The example of the Song of Hannah has taught us that we need to 

ples of textual supplementation can also be found in the scribal errors and 

 and 
tions of textual supplementation have been adjusted, we would probably 

Wiederaufnahme of 

The clearest traces of textual supplementation are undoubtedly the 

loss by homoioteleuton and the like, or by a deliberate omission, is doc

Where this is not the case, we need to think of textual supplementation as 

Textual supplementation is indicated in particular when without the 
plus the text ends join each other smoothly or when the plus interrupts 

had the amended text and not a text without the plus, we would certainly 

The external evidence, however, proves that such interruptions or distur
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Theoretically, mechanical text loss can also indicate textual supple

Wiederaufnahme and has led to an aberratio oculi

automatically lead us to the original text, but only to the text that preceded 

internal evidence, external evidence is ambiguous and needs interpreta

here, namely, that preference should be given to the explanation that is the 

at least three literary layers: the basic text, a series of supplementations, 

of the supplementations, which, as the evidence in 1 Sam 2:9 shows, do 

or three literary layers in a text thus proves to be false and inappropriate 

Finally, this example has taught us that, with the manifold changes in 

expect that textual supplementation always pursues special conceptual or 

the best or most complete text, which is why they included variants or 

textual supplementations importance is given to weighty substantive con

salistic statements about God and the distinction between the pious and 
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be taken very seriously as evidence of possible textual supplementation, 

ion of some exegetes belong to the poetics or narratology style of ancient 
Hebrew literature, external evidence proves that such phenomena are 

able analyses and hold on to the originality of complex text structures, 

To demonstrate what an internal analysis of the Psalms looks like, 
based on the criteria of external evidence, I would like to touch on a few 

For these examples, too, external evidence is available, albeit it is of a 

bildes,” in Mythos und Geschichte
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60

In the oldest stratum of these texts, Yhwh appears in the role of the 

king of the gods, El, the Egyptian sun god, and the Mesopotamian god 

the key words of universalization, nationalization, and individualization
theologization
theism and polemics against idolatry, the relationship of Yhwh to his peo

mentation is the same as what we witness in the Song of Hannah, and the 
internal analysis of the Psalms evidences nothing that has not also been 

60 Heilsgegenwart: Eine Theologie der Psalmen, FRLANT 

ausgewählter Psalmen




