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Justification and a Theological Concept of 

Agency 

Dirk Evers 

In this essay I will first present Luther's concept of action in relation to

his doctrine of justification. I will then introduce basic notions of

contemporary theories of agency. Finally a theological concept of person

and action will be put to the test by confronting it with theories of mind

based on recent brain research and applying it to relevant social issues.

1. Luther's Concept of Agency 

In his great lecture on Galatians from 1531 Luther points out that it is

necessary to develop a theological concept of action (facere) in contrast to

the common natural and philosophical understanding. He distinguishes

between acting in natural settings, in moral theory and in theology:

"aliud est facere in natura, aliud in Philosophia, aliud in Theologia" (WA

40/1, 410). The meaning of the notion of action (facere) is different in each

realm. Let us first take a closer look at agency in nature and in moral

philosophy.

In nature agency is described by reference to the chain of cause and

effect, when being precedes acting1, and thus action expresses what we
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/lr./dy /r.. Firs. .h.r. is / b.ing, which .h.n brings f/r.h / c.r./in .ff.c.: 
firs. .h.r. is .h. .r.., .h.n .h. frui.. In moral philosophy /g.ncy is 
.xpl/in.d by will /nd r./s/n, which bring /b/u. qu/lifi.d /c.i/n /s .h.ir 
.ff.c.: firs. .h.r. h/s ./ b. g//d will /nd pr/p.r r./s/ning2, .h.n .h. 
m/r/l d..d will f/ll/w. 
Theology d/.s n/. simply d.ny .h.s. c/nc.p.s /f n/.ur/l /nd m/r/l 
/g.ncy. On .h. c/n.r/ry, Lu.h.r /f..n r.f.rs ./ .h. p/r/bl. /f .h. .r.., 
which brings f/r.h frui.3 in .h./l/gic/l c/n..x.s, /nd h. /ss.r.s .h/. in / 
.h./l/gic/l p.rsp.c.iv. /c.ing r.quir.s /ppr/pri/.. r./s/ning /nd g//d 
will /s w.ll. Bu. in .h./l/gy .h. r.l/.i/n /f c/us. /nd .ff.c., /r g//d will 
/nd d..d, h/s ./ b. .nvisi/n.d in / l/rg.r p.rsp.c.iv. /r dim.nsi/n, 
which Lu.h.r d...rmin.s /s .h./l/gic/l r/.h.r .h/n m/r/l.4 Wi.hin / 
.h./l/gic/l n/.i/n /f /g.ncy, c/us. /nd .ff.c. /r. includ.d /s w.ll /s is 
m/r/l r./s/ning, bu. n/w / diff.r.n. r./lm (circulus) /r / n.w kingd/m 
is /p.n.d which .r/nsc.nds .h. r./lm /f n/.ur/l /nd m/r/l /c.i/n.5 

Wh/. is .h. diff.r.nc.? N/.ur/l /nd m/r/l /g.nci.s d.scrib. 
n/.ur/l /nd hum/n c/us.s; .h.y /im /. wh/. c/n b. /chi.v.d by c/mm/n 
w/rldly m./ns. And wh/. /. b.s. c/n b. /chi.v.d is wh/. .h. .r/di.i/n 
d.sign/..d /s .h. common good of society, .h. "c/mmunis u.ili./s 
R.ipublic/."6. Thus, /s w. migh. s/y, sci.n.ific /nd ..hic/l p.rsp.c.iv.s 
/n /g.ncy h/v. .h.ir /wn righ., pr/vid.d .h/. .h.y r.s.r/in .h.ir 
c/mp...nc. wi.hin .h.ir /wn limi.s /nd d/ n/. mingl. .h. hum/n wi.h 
.h. divin. - / .r/nsgr.ssi/n m/s. sh/rply cri.icis.d by Lu.h.r. 

In c/n.r/s. ./ n/.ur/l /nd m/r/l p.rsp.c.iv.s .h. .h./l/gic/l 
c/nc.p. /f /g.ncy prim/rily r.f.rs ./ G/d's /c.i/n /nd r.c/nsid.rs 
hum/n /g.ncy fr/m .h/. p.rsp.c.iv., /scribing ./ G/d wh/. is G/d's /nd 

1 M. Luther, in epistolam S. Pauli ad Ga/alas Commentari1ts. [1531] 1535, WA 40/1, 410: 

"in natura Esse praecedere operari". 

2 "habere bonam voluntatem et rectam rationem operandi" (WA 40/1, 410). 

3 Cf. M. Luther, Von der Freiheit eines Christenmenschen. 1520, in: Studienausgabe 
vol.2, ed. H.-U. Delius, 1982, 263-309 (= WA 7,20-73), 291 (= WA 7,33). 

4 "... requirat etaim rectam rationem et bonam voluntatem, sed theologice, non 

moraliter" (WA 40/1, 411). 

5 WA 40/1, 412. 

• WA 40/1, 411. 
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/scribing ./ hum/n b.ings wh/. is .h.irs. Thus /c.ing /cquir.s / n.w 
m./ning in / .h./l/gic/l p.rsp.c.iv., .h/. in..gr/..s, sup.rv.n.s /n, /nd 
/. .h. s/m. .im. .r/nsc.nds .h. r.s.ric..d w/rldly n/.i/ns. Th. c.n.r/l 
.h./l/gic/l c/nc.p. .h/. gu/r/n...s .h. r.sp.c.iv. diff.r.nc. b..w..n 
divin. /nd hum/n /c.i/n is faith. In .h./l/gy /c.i/n mus. b. r//..d in 
f/i.h2 b.c/us. i. is f/i.h .h/. .xpr.ss.s d.p.nd.ncy /n G/d /l/n. /nd 
n/. /n /ny cr./..d b.ing. By f/i.h, /nd by f/i.h /l/n. w. /scrib. ./ G/d 
wh/. is G/d's, s/ .h/. G/d /nd f/i.h /lw/ys /nd ins.p/r/bly g/ 
./g..h.r.8 

By f/i.h w. disc/v.r .h/. w. /r. /lr./dy jus.ifi.d, .h/. w. /r. 
c/ns.i.u..d /s in..gr/..d p.rs/ns by wh/. G/d h/s d/n. ./ us .hr/ugh 
J.sus Chris.. As .his disc/v.ry, f/i.h is n/.hing w. c/n pr/duc.. F/i.h is 
n/ /c.ivi.y in i.s n/.ur/l /r m/r/l m./ning. I. is n/. p/r. /f .h. n/.ur/l 
/rd.r /f c/us. /nd .ff.c.. Th.r. is n/. / B.ing /nd .h.n f/i.h /s .h. /c.i/n 
br/ugh. f/r.h by .his B.ing. And w. d/ n/. c/m. ./ .h. d.cisi/n /f f/i.h 
by v/li.i/n/l .ff/r., b.c/us. w. /nly b.c/m. /urs.lv.s, w. /r. /nly 
c/ns.i.u..d /s in..gr/..d p.rs/ns within /nd .hr/ugh .his d.cisi/n.9 T/ 
sp./k in Aris./..li/n ..rms: i. is praxis r/.h.r .h/n poiesis, / w/y /f living 
wi.h i.s .nd in i.s.lf r/.h.r .h/n / w/y /f m/king wi.h i.s .nd in i.s 
pr/duc.. And in .his sens. Lu.h.r c/n s/y, .h/. i. is f/i.h, which 
c/ns.i.u..s ('m/k.s') .h. hum/n p.rs/n: "Fid.s f/ci. p.rs/n/m." 10 

Acc/rding ./ Lu.h.r .his f/i.h /s .h. pr/p.r s/urc. /f .h./l/gic/lly 
qu/lifi.d /g.ncy mus. n/. b. und.rs.//d /s /bs.r/c. /r /bs/lu.. b.li.f.11 

I. is m/r. .h/n, l.. us s/y, /n in..ll.c.u/lly s/und c/nvic.i/n r/u..d in 
pr/p/si.i/n/l /xi/ms. Th. full .h./l/gic/l n/.i/n is, /s Lu.h.r s/ys, .h. 
c/mpl.x, c/ncr..., /nd inc/rn/..d f/i.h12 .h/. is w/rking .hr/ugh l/v.. 

7 "Ergo facere in Theologia necessario praerequirit ipsam fidem" (WA 40/1, 412). 

8 Great Catechism, BSLK 560, 21f.: "Denn die zwei gehoren zuhaufe, Glaube und 

Gott." 

• Cf. R. Bultmann: "Der Mensch steht nicht hinter seiner Glaubensentscheidung, 

sondern in ihr" (R. Bultmann, Gnade und Freiheit, in: G/auben rmd Verstehen vol. II, 
(Tiibingen, J.C.B. Mohr 41965) 149-161, 160). 

10 M. Luther, Die Zirkulardisputation de veste nuptali. 1537, WA 39/1, 283, 1. 

11 Fides absoluta seu abstracta, WA 40/1, 415. 

12 Fides composita, concreta seu incarnata, ibd. 
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Thus jus.ific/.ion is /scrib.d only .o th. inc/rn/..d f/i.h or .h. f/i.hful 
/c.ion.13 [n con.r/s. .o .h. schol/s.ic "f/i.h form.d by lov." 1� Lu.h.r s..s 
i. jus. .h. o.h.r w/y /round: /c.ion form.d by f/i.h, which r.sul.s in / 
"b./u.iful inc/rn/.ion" .15 

Only .hrough f/i.h c/n God's l/w b. fulfill.d in .h. s.ns., which 
c/n b. summon.d up by .h. comm/ndm.n. .o lov. on.'s n.ighbour, 
b.c/us. only f/i.h /cknowl.dg.s God's jus.ic., m.rcy, /nd promis.s. 
Thos. who simply id.n.ify fulfilling .h. l/w wi.h .mpiric/l d..ds in 
sp/c. /nd .im., .hus r.ducing .h. .h.ologic/l m./ning of /g.ncy .o i.s 
n/.ur/l /nd mor/l .quiv/l.n.s, d.ny .h. impor./nc. of f/i.h. Th.y w/n. 
.o cons.i.u.. .h.ir p.rson/l id.n.i.y /nd jus.ic. through .h.ir own /c.ion 
/nd cons.qu.n.i/lly /scrib. .o .h.ms.lv.s wh/. should b. /scrib.d .o 
God. Th.y w/n. .o r./ch .hrough /c.ion wh/. .h.y should r.c.iv. /s / 
gif. from God, /nd .h.y oppos. /g/ins. b.ing bl.ss.d by God /nd b.ing 
form.d .hrough .h. cr./.or's h/nd.16 In o.h.r words, .h.y hind.r .h/. 
God's in..n.ion c/n pr.v/il .hrough .h.ir /c.ion. F/i.h should b. .h. 
form, in which God is /c.iv. in .h. univ.rs., in hum/n p.rsons, .hrough 
hum/n h/nds /nd f....17 Bu. by b.ing f/i.hl.ss w. hind.r God's lov. /nd 
spiri. by r.ducing r./li.y .o n/.ur/l /nd ..hic/l ch/ins of c/us. /nd 
.ff.c., of r./son /nd d..d. 

Cons.qu.n.ly, Lu.h.r's .h.ologic/l conc.p. of /g.ncy focus�s on 
spon./n.ous /c.ion: f/i.h s.rv.s .h. n.ighbour "wi.h joy /nd d.ligh., ... 
fr.. /nd spon./neously ."18 No. ob.di.nc. .ow/rds God's 
comm/ndm.n.s is .h. r/.io of Chris.i/n /c.ing, bu. .h. n.w /nd lib.r/..d 
ori.n./.ion of Chris.i/n lif. in /ccord/nc. .o God's lov.. Chris.i/n /g.ncy 
is /c.ion ou. of on.'s n.w id.n.i.y, no. ou. of mor/l r./soning. 

13 fidelis facere,' ibd. 

14 fides caritate jormata, d. WA 40/1, 421. 
15 pulchra incarnatio, WA 40/1, 426. 
16 WA 40/1, 407. 
17 WA 40/1, 417. 
18 Cf. M. Luther, Von der Freiheit eines Christenmenschen: ,,da geht der glaub mit lust 
vnd lieb ynB werk" (SIA 297 = WA 7, 34), latin version: ,,cu(m) gaudio (et) dilectione 
. . . qua alteri gratis (et) sponte seruit" (SIA 2, 296 = WA 7, 64). 
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Wh.n w. /c., w. ch/ng. .h. cours. of .h. world. Bu. .h. ch/ng.s 
induc.d by our /c.ions /r. only / sm/ll p/r. of /ll .h. ch/ng.s .h/. form 
r./li.y in du. cours. of .im.. Mos. of wh/. h/pp.ns in .h. world 
h/pp.ns wi.hou. our /c.iv. involv.m.n.. Thus .h. m/in ./sk of .v.ry 
.h.ory of /g.ncy is .o dis.inguish b..w..n .h.s. .wo kinds of ch/ng.s, 
b..w..n /c.ions /nd .v.n.s. Wi.h .h. cl/im .h/t .h. conc.p. of /c.ion is 
irr.ducibl. .o .mpiric/l .v.n.s, / .h.ologic/l conc.p. of /g.ncy /long .h. 
lin.s of Lu.h.r's .hinking is qui.. in cons.n. wi.h .h. m/ins.r./m of 
con..mpor/ry .h.ori.s of /g.ncy. 

Th.r. h/v. b..n /...mp.s, how.v.r, .o d.ny .h. diff.r.nc. 
b..w..n .h.s. .wo c/..gori.s. B.h/viouris. r.duc.ionism migh. b. s..n 
/s .h. mos. promin.n. school in .his r.sp.c.. N/.ur/l .v.n.s /nd 
volun./ry body-mov.m.n.s, for .x/mpl., /r. r.g/rd.d /s 
indis.inguish/bl.. Obj.c.iv. d.scrip.ions of .h. .mpiric/l d/./, i. is 
/rgu.d, .h/. r.fr/in from /..ribu.ing in..n.ion/l no.ions .o unobs.rv/bl. 
in..rn/l proc.dur.s, /r. inc/p/bl. of .s./blishing / signific/n. diff.r.nc., 
/nd .h.r.for. such a diff.r.nc. do.s no. .xis.. In..n.ion/l no.ions .h/. 
ch/r/c..riz. /c.ions /r. consid.r.d illusion/ry. Ac.ions /r. no.hing .ls. 
bu. .v.n.s c/us.d by n/.ur/l c/us.s, which /r. by d.fini.ion 
unin..n.ion/l, /nd .h.y /r. only /ccomp/ni.d by m.n./l /nd linguis.ic 
.piph.nom.n/ such /s s.lf-conscious /u.horship, which c/n by no 
m./ns b. r.g/rd.d /s .ff.c.iv. c/us.s for .h. obs.rv/bl. ch/ng.s of 
s./... 

I don'. w/n. .o discuss such .h.ori.s of 'no.hing-.ls.-bu...ry' (so 
.h. biologis. Juli/n Huxl.y) /ny fur.h.r. Th.y do no. giv. jus.ic. .o our 
in.ui.ions r.g/rding /g.ncy /nd /u.horship .h/. r.s. on .h. 
pr.supposi.ion .h/. .h.r. is / signific/n. diff.r.nc. b..w..n /c.ion /nd 
.v.n., /nd .h/. /c.ions /r. irr.ducibl. .o .v.n.s. Wh.n w. /c. w. hold 
ours.lv.s /nd o.h.rs r.sponsibl.. Wh.n som..hing h/pp.ns .o us, w. do 
no.. Ac.ions, w. c/n s./.. /s / firs., pr.limin/ry d.fini.ion, /r. .hos. 
ch/ng.s in .h. cours. of .v.n.s .h/. /r. /scrib.d .o /n /c.ing subj.c. /nd 
no. .o .h. circums./nc.s. Giv.n .h. s/m. circums./nc.s .h. ch/ng.s in 
.h. cours. of .v.nts would h/v. b..n diff.r.n. if .h. /c.ing subj.c. 
would h/v. /c..d diff.r.n.ly . 



110 Dirk fa•ers 
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13 fidelis facere,' ibd. 

14 fides caritate jormata, d. WA 40/1, 421. 
15 pulchra incarnatio, WA 40/1, 426. 
16 WA 40/1, 407. 
17 WA 40/1, 417. 
18 Cf. M. Luther, Von der Freiheit eines Christenmenschen: ,,da geht der glaub mit lust 
vnd lieb ynB werk" (SIA 297 = WA 7, 34), latin version: ,,cu(m) gaudio (et) dilectione 
. . . qua alteri gratis (et) sponte seruit" (SIA 2, 296 = WA 7, 64). 
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no. .o .h. circums./nc.s. Giv.n .h. s/m. circums./nc.s .h. ch/ng.s in 
.h. cours. of .v.nts would h/v. b..n diff.r.n. if .h. /c.ing subj.c. 
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If that is right, an/ther type /f the/ries /f agency is already 
excluded as well, namely th/se that try t/ av/id any kind /f c/nflict 
between descripti/ns /f acti/ns and descripti/ns /f events, in that they 
claim that b/th categ/ries bel/ng t/ tw/ different kinds /f language 
games, /r as Hamlyn f/rmulated, tw/ different 'm/des /f talk.' 19 Ins/far 
as these tw/ types /f language games are inc/mmensurable, /ne 
c/mmits a mistake in /ne's use /f language if /ne mixes th/se tw/ 
perspectives and refers fr/m /ne t/ the /ther.20 B/th supply tw/ 
different, inc/mpatible, yet b/th justifiable descripti/ns /f the same 
phen/men/n. 

Acc/rding t/ my view, acti/ns and events cann/t be distinguished 
as tw/ different and in their difference inc/mpatible acc/unts /f what 
happens, /ne referring t/ an /bject-event-type /f argument, the /ther 
referring t/ pers/n-acti/n-type while b/th have n/thing t/ d/ with each 
/ther. They must be f/unded in a defensible distincti/n within a 
c/mm/n realm, since we still have identifiable criteria f/r when and why 
t/ change fr/m a language /f events t/ a language /f acti/n. And we 
l/cate b/th categ/ries, events and acti/ns, within /ne frame /f reference, 
when we subscribe s/me events t/ the circumstances and. /thers t/ the 
agent. 
A glimpse /n /ur use /f language is in fav/ur /f this, namely that we 
equiv/cally refer t/ causes b/th when we speak /f events and when we 
speak /f acti/ns. Cause is the n/tion, which prevents /ur w/rld-view 
fr/m diss/ciating b/dy fr/m mind and falling apart int/ a schiz/phrenic 
dich/t/my between a realm /f nature and a realm /f subjectivity and 
decisi/n. "Causality is the cement /f the universe; the c/ncept /f cause is 
what h/lds t/gether /ur picture /f the universe, a picture that w/uld 
/therwise disintegrate int/ a diptych /f the mental and the physical."21 

But we distinguish acti/ns fr/m events by referring t/ tw/ different 

kinds of causes, internal and intenti/nal /n /ne hand, external and 

19 D.W. Hamlyn, "Behaviour", in: Philosophy 28 (1953), 132-145, 136; German 
translation in: A. Beckermann (Hg.), Analytische Handlungstheorie vol. 2: 
Handlungserkliirungen, 1977, 85-105, 88. 

20 Cf. G. Ryle, Dilemmas (Cambridge University Press, 1954). 

21 D. Davidson, Essays on Actions and Events (Oxford University Press, 1980), XI 
(Introduction). 
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unintenti/nal /n the /ther. But exactly this leads us int/ the ap/retic 
situati/n of m/dern the/ries /f agency22

: We distinguish acti/ns fr/m 
events by referring t/ different categ/ries /f causes, but h/w can we 
identify the different kinds /f causes with/ut already referring t/ a 
n/ti/n /f acti/n? 

We can either intr/duce a specific kind /f causality that has 
n/thing t/ d/ with natural causes /r try t/ c/nceptualise /ur n/ti/n /f 
causality in such a way, that it integrates agency as well. Immanuel Kant 
and in /ur days f/r example R/derick Chish/lm are in fav/ur /f the first 
/pti/n and try t/ establish a categ/ry /f causality in its /wn right. 
Pers/ns /r intelligible subjects are seen as s/urces /f a specific kind /f 
causality, namely causality /ut /f freed/m. Kant defined freed/m as "a 
faculty /f the spontaneous /riginati/n /f a state; the causality /f which, 
theref/re, is n/t sub/rdinated t/ an/ther cause determining it in time."23 

The will /f a free rati/nal being (ens rationis ratiocinatae)24 is 
c/nceptualised as, at least p/tentially, s/vereign /ver sensible impulses 
and inclinati/ns. Such self-determinati/n is capable "/f spontaneously 

/riginating a series /f events."25 Or, as Chish/lm f/rmulates: "each /f us, 
when we act, is a prime m/ver unm/ved."26 

But the price t/ pay f/r such a c/ncept /f special causati/n is high. 
Kant had t/ describe a human pers/n as citizen /f tw/ w/rlds, ascribing 
natural, empirical causality t/ the w/rld /f phen/mena, the mundus 

sensibilis, and free causality t/ the w/rld /f n/umena, the mundus 

intelligibilis, with b/th w/rlds c/ming t/gether in s/me inexplicable way 
/nly in the v/liti/nal acts /f sensible and at the same time rati/nal beings 
(having an arbitrium sensitivum liberum)27 such as us. The price /f such 

22 Cf. G. Keil, Handeln und Verursachen (Frankfurt a.M.,Klostermann 2000). 

23 I. Kant, Critique of Pure Reason (London 1993), 376 (B 561: ,,das Vermi:igen, einen 
Zustand von selbst anzufangen, deren Kausalitat also nicht nach dem Naturgesetze 
wiederum unter einer andern Ursache steht, welche sie der Zeit nach bestimmte"). 

24 I. Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, 454 (B 709). 

25 I. Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, 377 (B 562). 

26 R.W. Chisholm, "Human Freedom and Self", in: G. Watson (Ed.), Free Will, (Oxford 
University Press 1982), 24-35, 32. 

27 I. Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, 377 (B 562). 
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22 Cf. G. Keil, Handeln und Verursachen (Frankfurt a.M.,Klostermann 2000). 
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26 R.W. Chisholm, "Human Freedom and Self", in: G. Watson (Ed.), Free Will, (Oxford 
University Press 1982), 24-35, 32. 

27 I. Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, 377 (B 562). 
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/ concep. is / dicho.omy, which poses /s m/ny ques.ions /s i. cl/ims .o 
/nswer. 

Therefore / compntibilist view seems .o be .he prim/ry choice: 
hum/n /gency is / phenomenon .h/. is in.egr/.ed in.o .he c/us/l nexus 
of even.s. We do no. inh/bi. .wo worlds, i. is one world in which we 
decide /nd in which we /c.. 
Bu. /ny non-reduc.ive comp/.ibilis. who s.icks .o .he even.-/c.ion
difference .hen h/s .o expl/in, wh/. i. is, .h/. discerns /c.ions from pl/in 
even.s. Or .o use .he words of Wi..gens.ein: "Wh/. is lef. over when I 
sub.r/c. .he f/c. .h/. my /rm goes up, from .he f/c. .h/. I r/ise my 
/rm?"28 And .he obvious /nswer is, .h/. I wanted .o r/ise my /rm. We 
usu/lly refer .o speci/l volitionnl en uses .h/. ini.i/.e .he deliber/.e /c.. I. is 
re/sons, mo.ives, /nd purposes .h/. dis.inguish even.s .h/. simply 
h/ppen from /c.s .h/. /re in.en.ion/lly ini.i/.ed. In.en.ion/li.y h/s 
become .he relev/n. fe/.ure.29 

This concep. of /gency h/s g/ined .he s./.us of or.hodoxy for /ny 
/n/ly.ic/l .heory of /gency:30 Agen.s c/use /c.ions in.en.ion/lly by 
re/sons, "/nd /n /c.ion is performed wi.h / cer./in in�en.ion if i. is 
c/used in .he righ. w/y by /..i.udes /nd beliefs .h/. r/.ion/lize i.."31 Any 
re/son-expl/n/.ion is no. seen /s /n /n.i.hesis .o / c/us/l expl/n/.ion /s 

28 L. Wittgenstein, Philosophical Investigations §621 .  

29 Or a t  least the possibility o f  a description based on intentional notions, cf. D. 
Davidson, " Agency", in: Essays 011 Actions and Events, Oxford 1980, 43--61, 46: "a man 
is an agent of an act if what he does can be described under an aspect that makes it 
intentional." According to Davidson something is an action if there exists a 
description of it under which it is consistently described as intentional. The same 
action may be intentional under some descriptions and unintentional under others. 
Thus, whether something is an action or not can be verified by existential 
quantification over descriptions of what happens. Though this is as such an 
extensional concept, the descriptions over which to quantify include the reference to 
intentions and reasons (or their absence) and therefore include intensional elements 
as essential features: "although the criterion of agency is, in the semantic sense, 
intentional [sic!], the expression of agency is itself purely extensional" (ibid., 47). In 
these intensional features the opacity of reason-explanations is routed. 
30 Cf. G. Keil, Handeln und Verursachen, 18f. 

31 D. Davidson, Intending, in: Essays on Actions and Events (Oxford University Press, 
1980), 83--102, 87. 
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in empiric/l science, bec/use "re/son-expl/n/.ions /re / species of c/us/l 
expl/n/.ions."32 And .he voli.ion/l /gen. is seen /s / gener/.or of 
mo.ives, wishes, go/ls /nd /ims, preferences /nd dislikes, which /ll 
.oge.her sh/pe .he re/sons relev/n.. Thus /n /gen. is someone who is 
/ble .o gener/.e re/sons for in.en.ion/l /c.s ou. of him- or herself, /nd 
.he more this gener/.ion is no. de.ermined by ex.ern/l c/uses bu. .he 
inner process i.self, .he more .his person is free. 

3. A Theological Theory of Agency in Dialogue with Science 

In /ccord/nce wi.h .he m/ins.re/m of con.empor/ry .hough.s on /gency 
/ .heologic/l unders./nding of /c.ion objec.s /g/ins. /ll reduc.ionis. 
.heories of hum/n /gency .h/. reduce hum/n /c.ion .o n/.ur/l c/uses, /s 
well /s /g/ins. subjec.ivis. .heories of in.en.ion/li.y .h/. imply / 
du/lis.ic on.ology or / c/.egoric/l hi/.us be.ween n/.ure /nd l/ngu/ge. 
However, /s Lu.her h/d cl/imed, in / .heologic/l perspec.ive .he concep. 
of /gency (fncere) /dop.s new me/ning /nd .r/nscends .he worldly 
no.ion. I. does so insof/r i. supervenes on .he ordin/ry me/ning /nd /. 
.he s/me .ime m/kes .he worldly me/ning .r/nsp/ren. for .he divine 
.r/nscenden. dimension /nd .hus pu.s i. in.o i.s /ppropri/.e pl/ce. The 
.heologic/l concep. of /gency is no. simply differen., i. goes beyond. 
And in doing so i. might be /ble .o communic/.e i.s in.en.ions /s 
dimensions .h/. /re opening up concep.s .oo n/rrow .o fully /ccoun. for 
hum/n person/li.y. 

Bu. i. f/ces / ch/llenge common .o /ll con.empor/ry philosophic/l 
en.erprises, no. only .o in.egr/.e our in.ui.ions of hum/n /c.ion, of 
personhood, iden.ity, /nd e.hic/l re/soning, bu. /lso .o m/ke .his 
comp/.ible wi.h wh/. empirical science .ells us /bou. .he s.ruc.ure /nd 
func.ion of our neuron/l sys.em /nd i.s developmen.. In .his .hird /nd 
l/s. p/r. of .his ess/y I w/n. .o develop perspec.ives on .his ./sk in 
which I .hink .he .heologic/l concep. of /gency shows / high po.en.i/l of 
relev/nce, which migh. be communic/.ed wi.h secul/r /ccoun.s of 
/gency /nd personhood qui.e effec.ively. 

All con.empor/ry .heories of /gency h/ve in common .h/. .hey 
concen.r/.e on deliber/.e /nd pl/nned /c.ion /s .heir p/r/digm: /c.ion in 

32 A. Goldman, A Theory of Human Action (Princeton N.J., Prentice Hall, 1970), 77. 
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difference .hen h/s .o expl/in, wh/. i. is, .h/. discerns /c.ions from pl/in 
even.s. Or .o use .he words of Wi..gens.ein: "Wh/. is lef. over when I 
sub.r/c. .he f/c. .h/. my /rm goes up, from .he f/c. .h/. I r/ise my 
/rm?"28 And .he obvious /nswer is, .h/. I wanted .o r/ise my /rm. We 
usu/lly refer .o speci/l volitionnl en uses .h/. ini.i/.e .he deliber/.e /c.. I. is 
re/sons, mo.ives, /nd purposes .h/. dis.inguish even.s .h/. simply 
h/ppen from /c.s .h/. /re in.en.ion/lly ini.i/.ed. In.en.ion/li.y h/s 
become .he relev/n. fe/.ure.29 

This concep. of /gency h/s g/ined .he s./.us of or.hodoxy for /ny 
/n/ly.ic/l .heory of /gency:30 Agen.s c/use /c.ions in.en.ion/lly by 
re/sons, "/nd /n /c.ion is performed wi.h / cer./in in�en.ion if i. is 
c/used in .he righ. w/y by /..i.udes /nd beliefs .h/. r/.ion/lize i.."31 Any 
re/son-expl/n/.ion is no. seen /s /n /n.i.hesis .o / c/us/l expl/n/.ion /s 

28 L. Wittgenstein, Philosophical Investigations §621 .  

29 Or a t  least the possibility o f  a description based on intentional notions, cf. D. 
Davidson, " Agency", in: Essays 011 Actions and Events, Oxford 1980, 43--61, 46: "a man 
is an agent of an act if what he does can be described under an aspect that makes it 
intentional." According to Davidson something is an action if there exists a 
description of it under which it is consistently described as intentional. The same 
action may be intentional under some descriptions and unintentional under others. 
Thus, whether something is an action or not can be verified by existential 
quantification over descriptions of what happens. Though this is as such an 
extensional concept, the descriptions over which to quantify include the reference to 
intentions and reasons (or their absence) and therefore include intensional elements 
as essential features: "although the criterion of agency is, in the semantic sense, 
intentional [sic!], the expression of agency is itself purely extensional" (ibid., 47). In 
these intensional features the opacity of reason-explanations is routed. 
30 Cf. G. Keil, Handeln und Verursachen, 18f. 

31 D. Davidson, Intending, in: Essays on Actions and Events (Oxford University Press, 
1980), 83--102, 87. 
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in empiric/l science, bec/use "re/son-expl/n/.ions /re / species of c/us/l 
expl/n/.ions."32 And .he voli.ion/l /gen. is seen /s / gener/.or of 
mo.ives, wishes, go/ls /nd /ims, preferences /nd dislikes, which /ll 
.oge.her sh/pe .he re/sons relev/n.. Thus /n /gen. is someone who is 
/ble .o gener/.e re/sons for in.en.ion/l /c.s ou. of him- or herself, /nd 
.he more this gener/.ion is no. de.ermined by ex.ern/l c/uses bu. .he 
inner process i.self, .he more .his person is free. 

3. A Theological Theory of Agency in Dialogue with Science 

In /ccord/nce wi.h .he m/ins.re/m of con.empor/ry .hough.s on /gency 
/ .heologic/l unders./nding of /c.ion objec.s /g/ins. /ll reduc.ionis. 
.heories of hum/n /gency .h/. reduce hum/n /c.ion .o n/.ur/l c/uses, /s 
well /s /g/ins. subjec.ivis. .heories of in.en.ion/li.y .h/. imply / 
du/lis.ic on.ology or / c/.egoric/l hi/.us be.ween n/.ure /nd l/ngu/ge. 
However, /s Lu.her h/d cl/imed, in / .heologic/l perspec.ive .he concep. 
of /gency (fncere) /dop.s new me/ning /nd .r/nscends .he worldly 
no.ion. I. does so insof/r i. supervenes on .he ordin/ry me/ning /nd /. 
.he s/me .ime m/kes .he worldly me/ning .r/nsp/ren. for .he divine 
.r/nscenden. dimension /nd .hus pu.s i. in.o i.s /ppropri/.e pl/ce. The 
.heologic/l concep. of /gency is no. simply differen., i. goes beyond. 
And in doing so i. might be /ble .o communic/.e i.s in.en.ions /s 
dimensions .h/. /re opening up concep.s .oo n/rrow .o fully /ccoun. for 
hum/n person/li.y. 

Bu. i. f/ces / ch/llenge common .o /ll con.empor/ry philosophic/l 
en.erprises, no. only .o in.egr/.e our in.ui.ions of hum/n /c.ion, of 
personhood, iden.ity, /nd e.hic/l re/soning, bu. /lso .o m/ke .his 
comp/.ible wi.h wh/. empirical science .ells us /bou. .he s.ruc.ure /nd 
func.ion of our neuron/l sys.em /nd i.s developmen.. In .his .hird /nd 
l/s. p/r. of .his ess/y I w/n. .o develop perspec.ives on .his ./sk in 
which I .hink .he .heologic/l concep. of /gency shows / high po.en.i/l of 
relev/nce, which migh. be communic/.ed wi.h secul/r /ccoun.s of 
/gency /nd personhood qui.e effec.ively. 

All con.empor/ry .heories of /gency h/ve in common .h/. .hey 
concen.r/.e on deliber/.e /nd pl/nned /c.ion /s .heir p/r/digm: /c.ion in 

32 A. Goldman, A Theory of Human Action (Princeton N.J., Prentice Hall, 1970), 77. 



1 1 6 Dirk Evers 

its m/st particular f/rm is th. r.sult /f subj.ctiv., r.fl.xiv., rati/nal, and 
s.lf-d.t.rmin.d fr..d/m /f ch/ic..33 And, as w. hav. s..n, what 
distinguish.s acts fr/m .v.nts is th. assignm.nt /f this kind /f v/liti/nal 
causati/n. S/ .thical /r m/ral acti/n is .nvisi/n.d mainly as th. r.sult /f 
c/gnitiv. c/nsid.rati/n. But this is a r.ducti/n /f human b.ings t/ th.ir 
rati/nal faculti.s and d/.s n/t includ. th. human p.rs/n in its t/tality. 
Wh.n w. act, and that is als/ s/m.thing Luth.r always .mphasiz.d, w. 
act as a wh/l. p.rs/n. In c/ntrast t/ phil/s/phical th./ri.s his 
th./l/gical n/ti/n /f ag.ncy f/cus.s /n sp/ntan./us acti/n and n/t /n 
v/liti/nal fr..d/m /f ch/ic.. In his c/ntr/v.rsy with Erasmus /f 
R/tt.rdam Luth.r c/nc.d.s that th. p/w.r /f th. human will is "a 
p/w.r, /r faculty, /r disp/siti/n, /r aptitud., t/ will /r n/t t/ will, t/ 
ch//s. /r r.fus., t/ appr/v. /r disappr/v., and what /th.r acti/ns s/ 
.v.r b.l/ng t/ th. will."34 But h. als/ str.ss.s that th. will cann/t want 
what it wants.35 Wh.n th. will wants, wh.n it ch//s.s, it d/.s s/ in a 
sp/ntan./us act fr/m which th. will cann/t diss/ciat. its.lf. 

Thus a c/mpr.h.nsiv. c/nc.pt /f ag.ncy must put sp/ntan./us 
acti/n int/ th. c.ntr. /f its c/nsid.rati/ns as th. pr/c.ss in which th. 
id.ntity and p.rs/nality /f a human b.ing b.c/m. actual. Only th.n 
fr..d/m /f acti/n can als/ b. c/nc.ptualis.d in a th./l/gical p.rsp.ctiv.. 
Acting /ut /f fr..d/m m.ans acting /ut /f /n.'s /wn id.ntity, and n/t 
acting /ut /f abstract r.as/ning and imp.rs/nal m/ral principl.s. 
Esp.cially th. significant acts /f c/mmunicati/n and s/cial int.racti/n 
ar. n/t with/ut r.as/n, but r.as/ning is n/t th.ir primary caus./ 
This br/ad.r vi.w, which w. argu.d f/r als/ /ut /f th./l/gical insights, 
is in c/nc/rdanc. with /ur intuiti/ns r.garding ag.ncy. It r.f.rs t/ th. 
intuitiv., pr.-rati/nal and pr.-linguistic l.v.l, in which /ur p/w.r /f will 
and /ur pr/c.ss /f d.cisi/n-making ar. r/ut.d. By it als/ int.grat.s what 
is /ft.n n.gl.ct.d in c/nt.mp/rary phil/s/phical th./ri.s /f ag.ncy, 

33 Cf. J. Fischer, Theologische Ethik (Stuttgart/Berlin/Koln, Kohlhammer 2002), 97ff. 

34 WA 18, 663. 

35 Cf. G.W. Leibniz as a philosophical defender of this thesis: "In nullius potestate est 
velle qvre velit . . .  " (Letter to Magnus Wedderkopf, May (?) 1671, in: Akademie-Ausgabe 
vol. ll/1. Philosophisclzer Briefwechsel (Berlin, Akademie-Verlag, 1972), 117.) Luther 
concedes such a free will in its absolute form only in the case of God, d. M. Luther, 
De Sen}() arbitrio, WA 18, 712,24-38. 
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nam.ly sp/ntan./us att.ntiv. acti/ns that shap. /ur c/mmunicativ. and 
s/cial r.lati/nships, lik. fri.ndship /r th. car. /f a m/th.r f/r h.r child 
/r f/rgiv.n.ss. In th.s. c/nt.xts th. pr.-r.fl.xiv. l.vel /f ag.ncy c/m.s 
int/ sight within pur.ly s.cular ph.n/m.na. It cann/t b. argu.d f/r in 
t.rms /f caus. and .ff.ct /r r.as/n and d..d. W. d.str/y fri.ndship 
wh.n w. ask wh.th.r it is pr/fitabl.. W. can /nly /bs.rv. th. rul.s and 
.nj/y b.n.fits /f fri.ndship, par.ntal car., /r m.rcy in privat. /r 
juridical c/nt.xts, w. can /nly app.al t/ th.m as b.ing s.lf-.vid.nt in 
th.ir p/t.ntial f/r human r.lati/nships. But w. cann/t /bligingly 
.stablish th.m by calculating th.ir b.n.fit. By sub/rdinating th.m t/ 
c/nsid.rati/ns /f caus. and .ff.ct /r c/st and b.n.fit w. w/uld d.str/y 
th.m. 

This vi.w is als/ in c/h.r.nc. with .mpirical sci.nc. and brain
r.s.arch.36 Paul Br/ca, th. disc/v.r.r /f Br/ca's ar.a, a brain r.gi/n that 
pr/c.ss.s th. syntax /r w/rd arrang.m.nt in a s.nt.nc., had alr.ady 
id.ntifi.d c.rtain circular, sub-c/rtical structur.s, that ar. arrang.d 
ar/und th. brain st.m and that f/rm th. n.ur/nal circuitry that c/ntr/ls 
.m/ti/nal b.havi/ur and m/tivati/nal driv.s. H. call.d it th. Limbic 
Syst.m, a d.signati/n still us.d t/day, alth/ugh th. limbic syst.m is 
n/wadays s..n as a m/r. c/mpl.x fabric, which is h.t.r/g.n./us b/th in 
its anat/mical structur. and its functi/nal r/l.. It includ.s th. amygdala, 
an alm/nd-shap.d nucl.us, that plays a c.ntral r/l. f/r th. /rigin and 
c/ntr/l /f .m/ti/ns, as w.ll as /th.r thalamic nucl.i, th.n th. 
hipp/campus, th. hipp/thalamus and quite a f.w /th.r ar.as and 
pathways /f th. brain. Phyl/g.n.tically th. limbic l/b. is th. /ld.st part 
/f th. c.r.bral c/rt.x, and its diff.r.nt subsyst.ms pr/m/t. feeding, food

search, anger, and defensive behaviours r.lat.d t/ /btaining f//d as w.ll as 
sexual pleasure, courtship, and maternal behaviour. It g.n.rat.s a wh/l. 
vari.ty /f .m/ti/ns and .m/ti/nal attitud.s and stands in cl/s. 

36 For the following cf. G. Roth, Fiihlen, Denken, Handeln (Frankfurt a.M., Suhrkamp, 
2001), 232ff. and other comprehensive accounts of recent brain research such as A. 
Damasio, The Feeling of What Happens. Body and Emotion in the Making of Consciousness, 
(New York, Hartcourt 1999) or J. LeDoux, Synaptic self How our brains become wlzo we 
are (Viking Press, New York, 2002). See also from the author: D. Evers, Der 
menschliche Mensch. Hirnforschung und christliches Menschenbild, in: H .-J. 
Fischbeck/J.C. Schmidt {Ed.), Der entthronte Mensch? Anfragen der Ne11robiologie an 
1111ser k11lt11rel/ gepriigtes Menschenbild ( Mentis Verlag, Paderborn 2003), 329-349. 
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its m/st particular f/rm is th. r.sult /f subj.ctiv., r.fl.xiv., rati/nal, and 
s.lf-d.t.rmin.d fr..d/m /f ch/ic..33 And, as w. hav. s..n, what 
distinguish.s acts fr/m .v.nts is th. assignm.nt /f this kind /f v/liti/nal 
causati/n. S/ .thical /r m/ral acti/n is .nvisi/n.d mainly as th. r.sult /f 
c/gnitiv. c/nsid.rati/n. But this is a r.ducti/n /f human b.ings t/ th.ir 
rati/nal faculti.s and d/.s n/t includ. th. human p.rs/n in its t/tality. 
Wh.n w. act, and that is als/ s/m.thing Luth.r always .mphasiz.d, w. 
act as a wh/l. p.rs/n. In c/ntrast t/ phil/s/phical th./ri.s his 
th./l/gical n/ti/n /f ag.ncy f/cus.s /n sp/ntan./us acti/n and n/t /n 
v/liti/nal fr..d/m /f ch/ic.. In his c/ntr/v.rsy with Erasmus /f 
R/tt.rdam Luth.r c/nc.d.s that th. p/w.r /f th. human will is "a 
p/w.r, /r faculty, /r disp/siti/n, /r aptitud., t/ will /r n/t t/ will, t/ 
ch//s. /r r.fus., t/ appr/v. /r disappr/v., and what /th.r acti/ns s/ 
.v.r b.l/ng t/ th. will."34 But h. als/ str.ss.s that th. will cann/t want 
what it wants.35 Wh.n th. will wants, wh.n it ch//s.s, it d/.s s/ in a 
sp/ntan./us act fr/m which th. will cann/t diss/ciat. its.lf. 

Thus a c/mpr.h.nsiv. c/nc.pt /f ag.ncy must put sp/ntan./us 
acti/n int/ th. c.ntr. /f its c/nsid.rati/ns as th. pr/c.ss in which th. 
id.ntity and p.rs/nality /f a human b.ing b.c/m. actual. Only th.n 
fr..d/m /f acti/n can als/ b. c/nc.ptualis.d in a th./l/gical p.rsp.ctiv.. 
Acting /ut /f fr..d/m m.ans acting /ut /f /n.'s /wn id.ntity, and n/t 
acting /ut /f abstract r.as/ning and imp.rs/nal m/ral principl.s. 
Esp.cially th. significant acts /f c/mmunicati/n and s/cial int.racti/n 
ar. n/t with/ut r.as/n, but r.as/ning is n/t th.ir primary caus./ 
This br/ad.r vi.w, which w. argu.d f/r als/ /ut /f th./l/gical insights, 
is in c/nc/rdanc. with /ur intuiti/ns r.garding ag.ncy. It r.f.rs t/ th. 
intuitiv., pr.-rati/nal and pr.-linguistic l.v.l, in which /ur p/w.r /f will 
and /ur pr/c.ss /f d.cisi/n-making ar. r/ut.d. By it als/ int.grat.s what 
is /ft.n n.gl.ct.d in c/nt.mp/rary phil/s/phical th./ri.s /f ag.ncy, 

33 Cf. J. Fischer, Theologische Ethik (Stuttgart/Berlin/Koln, Kohlhammer 2002), 97ff. 

34 WA 18, 663. 

35 Cf. G.W. Leibniz as a philosophical defender of this thesis: "In nullius potestate est 
velle qvre velit . . .  " (Letter to Magnus Wedderkopf, May (?) 1671, in: Akademie-Ausgabe 
vol. ll/1. Philosophisclzer Briefwechsel (Berlin, Akademie-Verlag, 1972), 117.) Luther 
concedes such a free will in its absolute form only in the case of God, d. M. Luther, 
De Sen}() arbitrio, WA 18, 712,24-38. 
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nam.ly sp/ntan./us att.ntiv. acti/ns that shap. /ur c/mmunicativ. and 
s/cial r.lati/nships, lik. fri.ndship /r th. car. /f a m/th.r f/r h.r child 
/r f/rgiv.n.ss. In th.s. c/nt.xts th. pr.-r.fl.xiv. l.vel /f ag.ncy c/m.s 
int/ sight within pur.ly s.cular ph.n/m.na. It cann/t b. argu.d f/r in 
t.rms /f caus. and .ff.ct /r r.as/n and d..d. W. d.str/y fri.ndship 
wh.n w. ask wh.th.r it is pr/fitabl.. W. can /nly /bs.rv. th. rul.s and 
.nj/y b.n.fits /f fri.ndship, par.ntal car., /r m.rcy in privat. /r 
juridical c/nt.xts, w. can /nly app.al t/ th.m as b.ing s.lf-.vid.nt in 
th.ir p/t.ntial f/r human r.lati/nships. But w. cann/t /bligingly 
.stablish th.m by calculating th.ir b.n.fit. By sub/rdinating th.m t/ 
c/nsid.rati/ns /f caus. and .ff.ct /r c/st and b.n.fit w. w/uld d.str/y 
th.m. 

This vi.w is als/ in c/h.r.nc. with .mpirical sci.nc. and brain
r.s.arch.36 Paul Br/ca, th. disc/v.r.r /f Br/ca's ar.a, a brain r.gi/n that 
pr/c.ss.s th. syntax /r w/rd arrang.m.nt in a s.nt.nc., had alr.ady 
id.ntifi.d c.rtain circular, sub-c/rtical structur.s, that ar. arrang.d 
ar/und th. brain st.m and that f/rm th. n.ur/nal circuitry that c/ntr/ls 
.m/ti/nal b.havi/ur and m/tivati/nal driv.s. H. call.d it th. Limbic 
Syst.m, a d.signati/n still us.d t/day, alth/ugh th. limbic syst.m is 
n/wadays s..n as a m/r. c/mpl.x fabric, which is h.t.r/g.n./us b/th in 
its anat/mical structur. and its functi/nal r/l.. It includ.s th. amygdala, 
an alm/nd-shap.d nucl.us, that plays a c.ntral r/l. f/r th. /rigin and 
c/ntr/l /f .m/ti/ns, as w.ll as /th.r thalamic nucl.i, th.n th. 
hipp/campus, th. hipp/thalamus and quite a f.w /th.r ar.as and 
pathways /f th. brain. Phyl/g.n.tically th. limbic l/b. is th. /ld.st part 
/f th. c.r.bral c/rt.x, and its diff.r.nt subsyst.ms pr/m/t. feeding, food

search, anger, and defensive behaviours r.lat.d t/ /btaining f//d as w.ll as 
sexual pleasure, courtship, and maternal behaviour. It g.n.rat.s a wh/l. 
vari.ty /f .m/ti/ns and .m/ti/nal attitud.s and stands in cl/s. 

36 For the following cf. G. Roth, Fiihlen, Denken, Handeln (Frankfurt a.M., Suhrkamp, 
2001), 232ff. and other comprehensive accounts of recent brain research such as A. 
Damasio, The Feeling of What Happens. Body and Emotion in the Making of Consciousness, 
(New York, Hartcourt 1999) or J. LeDoux, Synaptic self How our brains become wlzo we 
are (Viking Press, New York, 2002). See also from the author: D. Evers, Der 
menschliche Mensch. Hirnforschung und christliches Menschenbild, in: H .-J. 
Fischbeck/J.C. Schmidt {Ed.), Der entthronte Mensch? Anfragen der Ne11robiologie an 
1111ser k11lt11rel/ gepriigtes Menschenbild ( Mentis Verlag, Paderborn 2003), 329-349. 
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c/nn.c.i/n ./ .h. v.g../.iv. n.ur/n/l sys..m, /s .h. b/sis /f /ur 
physi/l/gic/l /ff.c.iv. s./..s /s w.ll /s i. is r.sp/nsibl. f/r .v/king /nd 
.n..r./ining memory, attention /nd awareness. 

Bu. i. c/mpl...ly func.i/ns in / n/nv.rb/l, in.ui.iv. w/y. Th. 
c.r.br/l c/r..x, which is wh.r. /ur r/.i/n/l /nd v.rb/l .hinking is 
pr/c.ss.d, h/s m/r. inpu.s fr/m .h. limbic sys..m .h/n .h. limbic 
sys..m h/s c/ming fr/m .h. c/r..x. I. is .sp.ci/lly .h. /rbi./-fr/n./l 
c/r..x (.h. p/r. /f .h. br/in dir.c.ly b.hind .h. .y.s), .h/. r.c.iv.s inpu. 
fr/m .h. limbic sys..m /nd which is r.sp/nsibl. f/r in..gr/.ing 
.m/.i/n/l r.sp/ns.s g.n.r/..d in .h. limbic sys..m wi.h high.r 
c/gni.iv. func.i/ns, such /s pl/nning /nd l/ngu/g.. On. /f .h. l./ding 
r.s./rch.rs in .his /r./, J/s.ph L.D/ux, h/s sh/wn, .h/. w. h/v. 
.m/.i/n/l r./c.i/ns b.f/r. w. .v.n kn/w ./ wh/. w. /r. r./c.ing. 

An/.h.r sci.n.is., An./ni/ D/m/si/, h/s p/in..d /u. .h. imp/r./n. 
r/l. /f .m/.i/ns /nd f..lings f/r d.cisi/n m/king, wh.n h. .x/min.d 
p/.i.n.s .h/. sh/w.d l.si/ns /f .h.ir /rbi./-fr/n./l /nd pr.-fr/n./l l/b.. 
B.f/r. w. /pply /ny kind /f c/s.3b.n.fi. /n/lysis, /nd b.f/r. w. r./s/n 
./w/rd .h. s/lu.i/n /f / pr/bl.m, in.ui.iv. .m/.i/n/l r.sp/ns.s /r. 
g.n.r/..d, which D/m/si/ c/lls s/m/.ic mark.r, b.c/us. .h.y m/rk 
p/ssibl. /l..rn/.iv.s /f /c.i/n .hr/ugh b/dily .m/.i/ns. Th.y h.lp us by 
n/rr/wing d/wn /ur /p.i/ns /nd /ri.n.ing us in /ur d.cisi/n-m/king. 
W. c/uld n/. .v.n f/cus /n ch/ins /f c/us. /nd .ff.c. if w. h/d n/. 
.m/.i/n/l pr/p.nsi.i.s. 

Inv.s.ig/.i/ns /n n.gl.c..d childr.n h/v. pr/v.d .his .h.sis. An 
und.rd.v.l/pm.n. /f .h. /rbi./-fr/n./l c/r..x is .h. b/sis f/r such 
symp./ms /s difficul.y r.gul/.ing .m/.i/n, l/ck /f c/us.-.ff.c. .hinking, 
in/bili.y ./ /ccur/..ly r.c/gniz. .m/.i/ns in /.h.rs, in/bili.y /f .h. child 
./ /r.icul/.. i.s .m/.i/ns, /n inc/h.r.n. s.ns. /f s.lf /nd 
/u./bi/gr/phic/l his./ry, /nd / l/ck /f c/nsci.nc.. B.c/us. much /f .h. 
.m/.i/n/l br/in w/rks in / subc/nsci/us /nd pr.-v.rb/l w/y, .h.s. 
l.v.ls /f hum/n /g.ncy c/nn/. b. r./ch.d ./sily by r/.i/n/l r./s/ning, 
pr/p/si.i/n/l /rgum.n., /r l/gic/l c/lculi. 

Wi.h .h.s. c/nsid.r/.i/ns l.. us /nc. /g/in r..urn ./ Lu.h.r. 
Esp.ci/lly in .h. .r/di.i/n /f .h. Enligh..nm.n. .h. c/nc.p. /f .h. .w/ 
kingd/ms h/s /f..n b..n in..rpr...d /s if Lu.h.r h/d jus.ifi.d /n 
/u./n/m/us r./lm f/r s.cul/r r./s/n, /nd .h/. h. w.lc/m.d i. /n 
.h./l/gic/l gr/unds. Ind..d Lu.h.r h/d gr/n..d wh/. l/..r w/s c/ll.d 
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.h. "Eig.ng.s..zlichk.i.," .h. au./n/my /f s.cul/r /rd.r, r./s/n, /nd 
p/li.ics0 In his w.ll-kn/wn s.a..m.n. /b/u. .h. subj.c. /f .h./l/gy h. 
disqu/lifi.d .v.ry.hing /p/r. fr/m .h. d/c.rin. /f jus.ific/.i/n /s pl/in 
.rr/r /nd v/ni.y in .h./l/gy, b.c/us. w. d/ n/. find in .h. scrip.ur. 
/ny.hing /b/u. .c/n/my, c/rp/r.al h./l.h, /r p/li.ic/l subj.c.s, which 
/r. /ll .n.rus..d in./ /ur /wn h/nds /nd r.sp/nsibili.y.37 

Bu. /. .h. s/m. .im. Lu.h.r .nvisi/ns /ll hum/n /g.ncy /nd /rd.r 
/s r//..d in .h. c/ncr... /nd sp.cific hum/n p.rs/n. Thus .v.n s.cul/r 
r./s/ning c/nn/. b. c/rri.d /u. /nly /l/ng c/nsid.r/.i/ns /f w.lf/r., 
h/ppin.ss, /r u.ili./ri/n c/..g/ri.s. Als/ f/r .h. kingd/m /f .h. l.f., for 
/ll w/rldly /rd.r /nd /u.h/ri.y Lu.h.r d.m/nds .h/. l/v. (charitas) mus. 
b. .h. cri..ri/n: "Ev.ry l/w h/s ./ b. /rd.r.d in l/v.."38 And .h/. is wh/. 
.h./l/gy in .h. s.cul/r c/n..x. h/s ./ d/, ./ /sk wh..h.r /nd h/w /ur 
s/ci/l /nd juridic/l /rd.r f/s..rs l/v. /nd s.rv.s /ur n.ighb/urs. 
Th./l/gy h/s ./ insis. /n .h. hum/n ./sk ./ s.rv. l/v. by l/w /nd /rd.r. 

Lu.h.r c/n .v.n sp./k /f .h. "L/w /f L/v.,"39 /nd wh/. h. c/lls 
.h. n/.ur/l l/w (Lex naturae /r naturalis) is id.n.ic/l f/r him wi.h .h. 
c/mm/ndm.n. ./ l/v. /n.'s n.ighb/ur. And ./ illus.r/.. .his n/.ur/l 
law, Lu.h.r /pp.als ./ .h/s. human m/ral in.ui.i/ns, .ha. id./lly sh/p. 
/ur b/sic s/ci/l r.l/.i/nships, such /s .h. l/v. /nd c/r. /f p/r.n.s f/r 
.h.ir child, .h. l/v. b..w..n husb/nd /nd wif., /nd fri.ndship. 

Th/. is /n. /f .h. r./s/ns why Lu.h.r fr/m .h. v.ry b.ginning /f 
.h. R.f/rm/.i/n m/v.m.n. pr/cl/im.d /nd supp/r..d / s/lid 

37 ,,Cognitio dei et hominis est sapientia divina et proprie theologica, Et ita cognitio 
dei et hominis, ut referatur tandem ad deum iustificantem et hominem peccatorem, 
ut proprie sit subiectum Theologiae homo reus et perditus et deus iustificans vel 
salvator. quidquid extra istud argumenturn vel subiectum quaeritur, hoe plane est 
error et vanitas in Theologie, quia non expectamus in sacris literis possessiones, 
sanites corporurn vel politicarum rerum, quae omnia tradita sunt in manus nostras et 
creata" (M. Luther, Ennaratio Psalmi LI. 1532, WA 40/II, 327,11-328,5). For other 
quotations cf. K. Holl, "Der Neubau der Sittlichkeit", in: Gesammelte Aufsiitze zur 
Kirchengeschichte I: Luther, Tiibingen 1948, 155-287, 264. 
38 "omnes leges ordinantur in charitatern" (M. Luther, Predigten des Ja/ires 1524, WA 
15, 691,19f); cf.: "charitas quae rnoderatur ornnes leges tarn ceremoniales quam 
prop/Janas excepta fide" (M. Luther, Deuteronomium Mosi cum annotationibus. 1525, 
WA 14, 714,17f). 
39 Cf. M. Luther, Ob Kriegsleute a11clz in seligem Stande sein konnen. 1526, WA 19, 657,26f. 
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comprehensive educa.i/n, significan.ly f/r bo.h boys and ?iris. The la� 
/f love is s/me.hing .ha. every human being is endowed wi.h and .ha. 1s 

acknowledged .hr/ugh .he v/ice /f /ne's conscience, al.h/ugh 

suppressed by / mul.i.ude /f pe/ple. Bu. i. c/n /nd mus. be evoked an� 
appealed ./, b/.h for spiri.ual as well as for secular reasons. And .his 
educa.ion mus. no. only .r/in reas/n /nd in.ellec.u/l skills, bu. als/ 
appeal .o .he moral, e.hic/l, and religi/us in.ui.ions .ha. sh/ul� _prevail 

in worldly secular c/n.ex.s as well. Theologically .he problemahsmg and 
renuncia.i/n /f self-eviden. humani.y is as dangerous and unbearable as 

is .he m/ralising of p/li.ical reas/n/ble decision-making. 
In my view .he po.en.ial /f .he m/ral /nd e.hical in.ui.i/n and self

evidence prior ./ pr/posi.i/nal re/s/ning could be m/de frui.ful 
especially in .he apore.ic discussi/ns in /ur secular socie.ies where we 

face .he dilemma .ha. we cann/. refer ./ comm/nly accep.ed values and 
e.hic/l /r /n.hr/pol/gical axi/ms /ny m/re /nd a. .he same .ime h/ve ./ 
define anew wh/. a human being is and wha. we /ugh. .o be. One 
ch/llenge our s/cie.ies face in .his respec. is .he bi/e.hical deba.e. In 
Germany Jurgen Haberm/s h/s explici.ly made .he p/in. .h/. .he 
bi/e.hical deba.e imposes on us .he /n.hr/p/l/gical ques.i/n in i.s m/s. 
c/mprehensive generali.y.40 The Human Genome Pr/jec. seems ./ verify 
.ha. .he biological n/.ure /f human beings does no. supply any 
n/rma.ive orien.a.ion (if i. ever did), bu. jus. s.a.es .he ev/lu.i/nary 
s.a.us quo and /pens .he space for possible bi/-.echnical varia.i/ns. We 
cann/. define humani.y jus. by f/rm/l and s.ruc.ural /spec.s; we have .o 

reconsider wha. makes humans human. 
H/bermas claims .ha. f/r .ha. purp/se we have ./ regain religious 

seman.ical con.en.s in a secular language. Here Lu.heran .he/l/gy c/uld 
c/n.ribu.e, beyond casuis.ic scholas.icism and u.ili.ari/n c/s.-benefi.
argumen.s, by referring .o human c/.egories and presup�osi.ions 

wi.h/u. having ./ /blige all o.hers .o prop/si.ional e.hic/l /xi/ms . T/ 
my opinion .he .ex. published by .he Pro.es.an. Churches /f Germ/ny, 
"Rela.ing .o Life in .he Spiri. of Love: Im Geis. der Liebe mi. dem Leben 

40 Cf. J. Habermas, Die Zukunft der menschlichen Natur. Auf dem Weg zu einer liberalen 
Eugenik? (Frankfurt a.M. Suhrkamp, 2001); see also: J. Habermas, Glauben und Wissen. 
Friedenspreis des Deutschen Buchhandels 2001 (Frankfurt a.M. Suhrkamp, 2001). 
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umgehen"41 h/s done a go/d job in  .his respec., insof/r i .  presen.s 

c/n.r/versi/l argumen.s and s./.es dissen.s in subs.an.ial ques.ion, bu. 
a. .he same .ime refers .o fundamen.al insigh.s derived from / spiri.ual 

dimensi/n, which is /lso unf/lded in i.s secular relevance in .erms /f an 
e.hics /f discourse. 

Ano.her relevan. field of c/n.r/versy is .h/. /f religious pluralism, 
./lerance /nd di/l/gue, in which i. is of.en imp/ssible .o refer .o 

comm/nly accep.ed /xi/ms /f .olerance. T/ my opinion Hans Kiing's 

eff/r. ./wards a "Gl/bal Responsibili.y" has qui.e n/rrow limi.s . He 

devel/ped .he idea .ha. .he religions of .he w/rld should make a 

con.ribu.ion .o .he peace of humankind by reflec.ing /n .hose elemen.s 

of e.hics which .hey already have in comm/n: on / fundamen./l 
consensus on binding values, irrev/cable s.and/rds and pers/nal 
/..i.udes.42 Bu. such / .op-d/wn-appr/ach, in which a. .he end some 

p/li.ical and religious leaders agree on a se. /f e.hic/l fundamen.als, I 
am afraid, would prove fairly limi.ed confr/n.ed wi.h .he s.rong 
sen.imen.s /nd aggressive po.en.ial of .he cul.ural, economic, and 
e.hnical clashes we have .oday. C/ncre.e human rela.i/ns /nd a 

devel/pmen. /f fundamen.al humani.y c/uld provide / suppor.ing and 
more .h/r/ugh basis of seeking prac.ical w/ys for jus. poli.ical, social, 
and cul.ural order. 

Theologic/lly .he emph/sis mus. be pu. /n .he uncondi.ional 

f/und/.ion /nd /ccep.ance /f every hum/n pers/n. Wha. we are is n/. 
wha. we d/1 In .he perspec.ive of f/i.h we are n/. .he resul. /f wha. we 

achieve /r /cc/mplish. We always /nd already s.ar. wi.h being a pers/n, 
owing /ur life and personali.y .o rela.i/ns we find ourselves in. While, 
wi.h Lu.her's words, Jew and P/pe /nswer .he ques.ion /n wh/. .o 

ground /ur pers/nho/d by s/ying: on what you bring four.h, d/ .his and 
.ha., .hen you will be a holy and jus. pers/n, P/ul dissen.s and says, .ha. 

41 Im Geist der Liebe mit dem Leben umgehen. Argumentationshilfe fiir aktuelle 
medizin- und bioethische Fragen, ed. Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland, Frankfurt 
am Main 2002 (epd-Dokumentation 34/2002). 

42 Cf. H. Kiing, Global Responsibility: In Search of a New World Ethic (London: SCM, 
1991). 
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eff/r. ./wards a "Gl/bal Responsibili.y" has qui.e n/rrow limi.s . He 

devel/ped .he idea .ha. .he religions of .he w/rld should make a 

con.ribu.ion .o .he peace of humankind by reflec.ing /n .hose elemen.s 

of e.hics which .hey already have in comm/n: on / fundamen./l 
consensus on binding values, irrev/cable s.and/rds and pers/nal 
/..i.udes.42 Bu. such / .op-d/wn-appr/ach, in which a. .he end some 

p/li.ical and religious leaders agree on a se. /f e.hic/l fundamen.als, I 
am afraid, would prove fairly limi.ed confr/n.ed wi.h .he s.rong 
sen.imen.s /nd aggressive po.en.ial of .he cul.ural, economic, and 
e.hnical clashes we have .oday. C/ncre.e human rela.i/ns /nd a 

devel/pmen. /f fundamen.al humani.y c/uld provide / suppor.ing and 
more .h/r/ugh basis of seeking prac.ical w/ys for jus. poli.ical, social, 
and cul.ural order. 

Theologic/lly .he emph/sis mus. be pu. /n .he uncondi.ional 

f/und/.ion /nd /ccep.ance /f every hum/n pers/n. Wha. we are is n/. 
wha. we d/1 In .he perspec.ive of f/i.h we are n/. .he resul. /f wha. we 

achieve /r /cc/mplish. We always /nd already s.ar. wi.h being a pers/n, 
owing /ur life and personali.y .o rela.i/ns we find ourselves in. While, 
wi.h Lu.her's words, Jew and P/pe /nswer .he ques.ion /n wh/. .o 

ground /ur pers/nho/d by s/ying: on what you bring four.h, d/ .his and 
.ha., .hen you will be a holy and jus. pers/n, P/ul dissen.s and says, .ha. 

41 Im Geist der Liebe mit dem Leben umgehen. Argumentationshilfe fiir aktuelle 
medizin- und bioethische Fragen, ed. Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland, Frankfurt 
am Main 2002 (epd-Dokumentation 34/2002). 

42 Cf. H. Kiing, Global Responsibility: In Search of a New World Ethic (London: SCM, 
1991). 
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we receive our personhood from God.43 And Luther sees this as a 
comprehensive perspective: Justification does not define the Christian 
alone, but any human beings as such.44 

Every human being receives him- or herself from the creator 
through creation. Thus everyone can and shall find in the certainty of 
faith, which ascribes to God what is God's and to humans what is theirs, 
the basis for spontaneous action that knows its limitations, its time, and 
its place, and which respects that the other as a person is beyond our 
authoritarian manipulative accessibility. 

Therefore a theological concept of agency has its place especially in all 
contexts that deny and endanger human agency as free agency, in which 
human beings are denied the possibility of identity, where their 
humanity is restricted to what they do and reduced to their economical 
or social value. Justification by faith has to be seen not as an external 
acquittal of sin, but as a reintegration of the sinner, that affects the 
individual as a totality and that is rooted in the certainty of faith, which 
explicates that nothing can separate us from God's love that became 
incarnate and effective in Jesus Christ. By witnessing this, the believer at 
least poses the human question asking for the sources from which we 
gain our identity and integrity. That this is an adequate question and 
that any answer to it must refer to something, which is beyond our 
manipulative control is a contribution Christian churches can make to a 
totally secular society as well. 

43 M. Luther, Die Zirkulardisputation de veste nuptali, WA 39/1, 283, 13-16: "Hie 

respondet Iudaeus et papa: Ex fructu, fac hoe et hoe, et eris persona sancta et iusta . . . .  

Sed Paulus negat et dicit, quod persona sit facta per fidem a Deo". 

44 M. Luther, Disputatio de homine. 1536, WA 39/1, 176,33-35: "Paulus . . .  breviter 

hominis definitionem colligit, dicens, Hominem iustificari fide" . 




