‘ Introduction

These proceedings represent a sample of some of the
excellent papers and posters presented at the 45th
annual Computer Applications and Quantitative
Methods in Archaeology (CAA) conference. This
marked only the third time the CAAs had ventured
across “The Pond” to the United States, and we think
we were successful in attracting many first time CAA
participants, which speaks to the vibrancy and rele-
vance of the field. The week started with 12 workshops
that covered a range of topics. The conference itself
had over 350 papers and discussion sections along
with over 20 posters spread across almost 40 ses-
sions. These numbers also attest to the continued im-
portance of the CAAs as a venue where cutting-edge
ideas get shared. We experimented with novel session
formats giving organizers options on how partici-
pants would share their research and interact. There
were hybrid sessions with posters and discussions, as
well as sessions like “Everything Wrong With...” that
asked authors to contribute short, 10-minute papers,
which then provided lengthier time for discussion.
These accompanied more traditional session formats
along with discussion sessions and roundtables.

The theme of the conference, as reflected in the ti-
tle of this volume, was “Digital Archaeologies, Mate-
rial Worlds (Past and Present).” We chose this theme
to highlight the varying ways in which digital archae-
ologies are now practiced and how these practices
are leading to new and exciting ways to share our
data with interested publics. That diversity is reflect-
ed in the overarching themes we used to organize the
papers in the conference and to structure the papers
that make up this contribution. Those themes are 3D
Acquisition - at the object level and the structure and
site level, Broader View — Digital Archaeology and
the Humanities, Collaborative Data Management,
Critical Reflections, Education and Dissemination,
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Geophysics
and Remote Sensing, Networks and Modeling, and
Virtual Reality. The thematic focus on the present
was also represented in a series of sessions focused
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on ethical issues, both as a field of practice and as an
organization. These Critical Reflections are a sign of
disciplinary maturity as we can turn our critical gaze
on ourselves. There was a “Women in CAA” session,
the first of its kind, as well as a “Decolonizing Digital
Archaeology” session along with a discussion forum
on a CAA Code of Conduct.

The conference started with an “ice-breaker” at
the lovely Carlos Museum on Emory University’s
campus. On the way to Emory, everyone got to “en-
joy” some of Atlanta’s famous traffic, and although
we arrived a bit late, everyone had time to explore
the collections with the tasty snacks and cold bev-
erages. On the first morning of the conference,
we were treated to a keynote address by Dr. Ken
Kvamme who provided his reflections on the histori-
cal trajectory of digital archaeology and where we, as
practitioners, could grow as we move forward. The
first full day of the conference ended with a poster
session, that involved lively conversations fueled by
some of Atlanta’s finest local beers. While the tem-
peratures outside were unseasonably cold, that did
not stop folks from enjoying each other’s company
and the lunch options provided by local food trucks
on Wednesday. Following the AGM was the con-
ference dinner at Piedmont Park, Atlanta’s version
of New York City’s Central Park. We had delicious
BBQ (something us southerners pride ourselves on)
and some traditional, Americana music. While there
were not organized social events on Thursday, by that
time people had learned their way around the city
and were able to find warm spots to gather and con-
tinue the conversation after the conference had offi-
cially ended. While the conference was a blur for us,
it was an honor to host everyone in our hometown,
and we truly hope that everyone enjoyed themselves
and took new ideas and new friends away with them
from the conference.
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